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EEPORT  OF  Y/EATHEPx  AMD  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

For  tiis  Week  Ending  Tuesday,  August  2, 1938., 


Issvod  iciniiy  by  iho  Bureau  cf  /Igncufturai  Economics  end  iho  Weather  Barsilth 
Oiticosi  Foddra!  Off/co  DuilJing,  Ho/onag  ISoniancu 

•  •'>0  •«&•••#  •  •  •  %-6  •  d  ^  #-0  ^  h  tt  a-vi  I#; 

Weather  conditions  cont inu'ed  favorable  Tor 'the  ffro’wtT'oT  irrigated  crons  and 
ranid  ripening  of  winter  wheat  and  early  sown  grains.  Where  moisture  was  lacking, 
above- normal  temneratures ' and  too  much  sunshine  caused  firing  of  later  maturing 
spring  grains  on  dry-lands  and  seme  reduction  of  prospective  yield.  Light  showers 
during  the  week  were  of  little  or  no  benefit.  More  rain  continues  to  be  needed  for 
maturing  late  sown  dryland  crons,  as  well  as  for  freshening  Toastures  and  ranges. 

Moi sture ■ condi t ions  in  summerf allowed  ground  were  reported  good  for  late  summer  and 
fall  seeding. 

Harvest  operations  assumed  State-wide ' importance  as  farmers  moved  into  fields 
generally  with  binders  and  combines  for  harvesting  the  greatest  wheat  and  other 
grain  crop  in  the  last  several  years.  Early  harvested  winter  wheat  is  of  good 
qnality  and  is  yielding  well.  Heavy  straw  and  lodging  has  made  some  fields  diffi¬ 
cult  of  harvest,  and  premature  cutting  to  avoid  grasshopper  and  rust  damage  has 
resulted  in  some  shrivelling  of  the  grain  in  ea,stern  counties.  Rye  and  barley  has 
been  cut.  As  usual,  and  to  avoid  loss  from  insects,  some  grain  has  oeen  cut  for 
hay.  Harvesting  of  the  spring  wheat  crop  will  not  get  underway  generally  for  about 
another  ten  days.  There  has  been  little  or  no  grasshopper  damage  in  western  and 
most  central  counties  to  date,  but  in  eastern  counties  variable  amount  of  damage  to 
grain,  alfalfa,  and  corn  has  occurred  from  migrations  into  the  State  since  July  1st. 
Webworm  infestations  from  the  first  cycle  have  about  ceased,  and  sugar  beets,  gar¬ 
den  truck, and  other  attacked  \*egetation  have  begun  to  make  some  recovery  where  not 
■*00  badly  damaged.  The  pea  harvest  is  a,bout  completed  in  western  districts  with 
geherally  good  yields  reported*  Beans  have  made  heavy  growth)  and  earliest  advanced 
ijlantings  in  Carbon  County  are  nearing  the  ripening  stage.  Sugar  beets  have  pro¬ 
gressed  nicely.  Tomatoes  and'  potatoes  are  still  being  attacked  by  the  "purple  top" 
disease  dn  several  southern  districts.  Potatoes  are  reported  poor  in  Stillwater 
Coanty.  Eruit  is  reported  in  good  'condition. 

Range  grasses  are  curing  on  all  but  the  higher  levels.  Feed  is  plentiful, 
however,  and  there  is  ample,  .wat-er  for  all  livestock.  The  first  crop  of  adfalfa  is 
in  the  stack,  and  the  second  crop  under  irrig-ation  is  being  cut  or  about  ready  for 
cutting.  The  second  crop  o:^  .alfalfa  on  the  drylands  is  expected  to  produce  a.  fair 
crop  and  add  to  feed  reserves.  Wild  ha.y  harvest  continues  in  full  swing  with 
yields  heavier  in  general  than  has  occurred  for  the  last  several  years. 

Livestock  are  in  fine -flesh.  Sleeping  sickness  continues  spreading  among 
norses  in  eastern  counties  and  h-as-  resulted  in  some  shortage  of  animals  for  haying 
and  harvesting  operations.  Ten  parcent  of  the  houses  are  reported  affected  in  Gar¬ 
field  a„nd  Petroleum_  Counties,  ajid  a  mortality  rate  of  25  percent  has  occurred  in 
Fallon  and  Carter  Counties.  Several  carloads  of  lambs  were  reportedmarket ed  from 
Lake  County.  ■ 


TEMPPRATURF  AND  P-ECIP  IT  ATI  OF  DATA,  ?JEEK  ENDING  AUG.  2,  1938 _ 
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Corrected  to  agree  with  July  total. 


W.  F,.  Maughan,  Weather  -bureau. 
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"^DAVZhrEAD Very  little  prec ipitation,^,some  local  showers.  Haying  started  in  wild 

hay  districts.  First  crop  of  elfalfa  in  Seaverhead  V.alley  up.  Crops  j 
good  with  small  amo'ont  of  damage  from  hail  to  peas  and  grain.  Some  damage  to  peas 
from  weh'iVcrms.  ivia,jority  .of  wool  moved  from  local  warehouse.  Ranges  g^od  excv^pt  in  i 
extreme  high  elevations.  7/ehworms  st ill  .do ing  . some  , damage  to  pea  crop.  , 

pT,^T’'u; :  G-eneral  rain  of  approxim.ately  .SO  inches  occurred  first  of  week.  Badance  i 

of  week  clear;  sunshiny  days  with  normal  temperatures.  A.11  wheat  fields  ; 

in  northern  part  of  county  c^uite  ,h.eavily  infested  with  red  rust.  Rust  has  appeared 
in  central  part  past  fe’,7  days,  but  only  shows  a  trace,  \7heat  ripening  quite  fast  : 

past  few  days.  Migratory  grasshoppers  making  appearance  in  eastern  part  of  county, 
but  net  in  sufficient  numbers  to  do  any  particular  damage.  Harvesting  of  feed  crops  , 
started  in  ma.ny  communities- latter  part  of  week.  Crop  conditions  in  general  are  very 
favorable.  Livestock  and  range  in  excellent  conditions.  i 


CARBOH:  Higher  temperatures  prevailed  most  cf  week  than  preceding  v/eek.  Heavy 
rains  on  23rd,  showers  in  western  portion  on  Sunday.  No  hail  reported. 
Harvesting  small  grains  in  full  swing,  and  combining  well  under  way  in  dryland 
sections.  Heavy  yields  of  grain,  and  considerable  lodging  has  been  experienced. 
Samar  beets  making  exceptional  growth.  Great  Rcrther  beans  completely  covering 
rows  .and  will  be  ripened  very  shortly.  Purple  top  of  Bsyllid  Yellovys  is  becoming 
Quite  pronounced,  cn  potatoes  and  tomatoes.  Many  garden  varieties  of  beans  grown 
in  the  field,  particularly  bountiful  varieties,  have  blighted  very  severely.  Corn 
and  bea,ns  that  were  ha,iled  are  !.»aking  wonderful  recovery.  Transparent  apples  now 
being  put  cn  market  from  the  orchards,  and  gre''-ter  yield  cf  ra,spberries  is  being 
secured  by  small  fruit  growers  than  at  any  time  in  the  past.  Livestock  in  the 
best  of  flesh. 

CA.se ADE ;  No  precipitation  during  past  week.  Total  precipitation  for  July,  ,1.03 
inch.  Warm  weather  made  excellent  ripening  conditions  fer  winter  wheat 
but  caused  some  firing  in  spring  wheat  which  will  reduce  yields  considerably.  Har- 
veg-ting  started  on  few  early  fields  of  winter  whea.t  but  no  yield  data  available. 
Outlook  is  good  for  better  than  average  yields  on  all  wheat.  Crops  on  irrigated 
lana  in  excellent  condition.  Irrigation  rf  sugar  beets  and  potatoes  about  complete. 
Crickets  under  control.  Program  being  concluded.  No  grasshopper  damage*  Webworms 
have  completed  their  cycle  and  ceased  working.  Ranges  in  excellent  condition  with 
grass  seeding  abundantly.  Livestock  shewing  best  fleshing  in  years. 


CH0UTEA.U:  Ideal  ripening  wea.ther  for  winter  wheat,  although  slightly  drying  for 

late  spring  wheat  in  some  ai’eas.  Harvest  of  winter  wheat  under  way  and 
will  be  fully  under  v^py  next  week.  Spring  wheat  harvest  about  10  days  later. 
Winter  wheat  yields  reported  4o  bushels  per  acre  in  Shonkin  and  Big  Sandy  areas. 
These  are  not' average  stands  however.  Protein  content  from  early  samples  reported 
running  from  I3  to  over  l4^.  Some  fields  heavily  lodged  due  to  excessive  rainSf 
ma,king  harvest  difficult.  'Mormon  cricket  control  work  continues.  Blister  beetles 
doing  some  damage  to  gardens.  Sale  of  machinery  extremely  high  as  old  worn-out 
machinery  will  not  stand  up  under  heavy  straw  to  be  harvested. 


CUSTER  -  PGTOER  RIVER:  C'^ntinued  warm  weather  entire  week  with  few  light  showers 

and  rains  reported  in  Powder  Rivet*  County.  Harvest  of  dry¬ 
land  crops  well  under  way.  Spring  wheat  yielding  up  to  15  bushels  where  \indamaged 
by  grasshoppers.  A.bcut  50^  of  dryland  crops  remained  unharmed  by  insects.  Second 
crop  cf  alfalfa  under  irrigation  now  ready.  Other’ crops  .making. good  growth  except 
potatoes  damaged  'by  purple  top.  Wild  hay  harvest  held  up  in  some  sections  by  recen 
showers  and  floods.  Cattle- and  sheep  continue  to  put  cn  weight.  Grass  and  water 
good. 


DAi'lIELS:  Over  .  90  inches  rain  fore  part  of  week  over  most  of  county.  Temperatures 

high  entire  week.  Early  seeded  grains  beginning  to  ripen,  ^^ust  doing 
considerable  dam.age.  Migration  of  grasshoppers  into  county  heavy  during  week,  re¬ 
sulting  in  considerable  damage  to  crops.  Livestock  condition  unchanged.  Closing 
down  WPA  activities,  during- harvest  season,  will  provide  sufficient  labor  for  armers 

DAWSON ;  Rather  general  heavy  rain  covered  most  of  county  early  in  week,  followed 
by  clear  hot  weather.  Grain  cutting  in  full  swing  over  practically  all  0 
county  with  feed  grains  practically  all  done  and  a  start  made  on  wheat.  Binding, 
heading  and  windrowing  is  being  done.  Most  of  grain  is  still  on  green  order ^  or 
best  results.  Much  of  corn  is  withstanding  the  hopper  attacks  quite  well.  Livestock 
conditions  remain  good,  excepting  considerable  sleeping  sickness  reported  in  horses. 
Hoppers  in  some  arees  clipping  grassheads  and  range  generally  is  rather  heavi  y  in¬ 
fested.  Ho^'Per  situation  is  not  greatly  changed  from  a  week  ago.  They  are  less 
concentrated  in  some  areas,  but  a  heavy  infestation  is  general  through  entire  area 
with  considera.ble  damage.  Egg  laying  is  in  progress. 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  Growing  conditions  fair..  .22  inch  precipitation.  Harvest  under 

-way.  Fair  to  good  corn  crop  expected  at  this  time.  Growing 

(Continued  on  PagJ  2.) 
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conditions  for  corn  very  good.  Grasshoppers  and  rust  reduced  crop  yield  greatly. 
Large  number  of  cases  of  sleeping  s-ickness'  in  horses  throughout  both  counties. 

The  disease  has  struck -with  extreme'  severity  this  last  week.  Morta;lity  rate 
about  25^.  '  '  '  '  ' 

FERGUS :  .25  inch  rainfall  over  most  of  county  with  local  showers  in  other  parts. 

Rain  has  helped  spring  wheat  and  stopped  what  burning  there  may  have  been 
during  previous  v/eek,  and  has  slowed  up  the  'ripening  of  winter  wheat  slightly. 

Most  dryland  alfalfa  will  make  a  reasonable  second  cutting  and  increase  feed  re¬ 
serves  considerably.  Some  binding  started  during  week  with  combining  expected  to 
start  between  the  1st  and  10th  of  ^Uigust.  Hail  during'  week  in  Valentine  section 
covering  strip  about  2  miles  wide  and  10  miles  long.-  'Livestock  condition  excellent, 
plenty  of  grass  and  water.  Cricket  crews  ha,ve  been  taken  -off  with  control  satis¬ 
factory  in  all  areas.  Grasshoppers  doing  almost  no  damage  and  few  places  v/here 
there  are  even  enough  to  consider  poisoning.  Some  feel  that  hoppers  may  move  in 
from  eastern  part  of  co'onty  from  migratory  hoppers  which  have  reached  as  far  as 
Petroleum  County  from  the  east. 

FLA.THBA1):  Cool  weather  prevailed  throughout  week,  'ill  crcns  maturing  ranidly,  with 

pea  harvest  nearly  ccra-oleted  and  binding  and  combining  of-  winter  wheat 

started,  ivluch  barley  already  harvested  and  ether  spring  crops  ceml'ng  on  ranidly. 

Quality  of  all  grain  will  be  goodv.  Pastures  getting  shorter,  but  range  providing  ; 

ample  feed  for  range  livestock,  l^abcr  adequate. 

4 

J 

GALLA.TIN :  Cloudy  fore  part  of  week.  Hail  in  west  portion  of  county,  damage  slight. 

Few  local  showers  of  no  benefit  to  moisture  conditions.  Grain  cutting 
with  binder  now  getting  under  way  and  wheat  ripening  so  that  combining  will  start 
in  short  time.  Stacking  of  timothy  hay  completed.  Canning  pea  harvest  is  in  full 
swing  with  all  viners  running  to  capacity.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  started.  Mois- 
■1  ure  content  in  summer  fallow  ground  high  enough' to  insure  good  germination.  Fun¬ 
gus  disease  in  grasshoppers  occurring  in  three  districts,  but  not  to  such  an  ex¬ 
tent  as  to  reduce  need  of  poisoning.  '  ■  . 

GARFIELD  -  PETROLEUM;  Showers  covered  both  counties  quite  generally  during  the 

week  vdth  hail  in  north  Petroleum  ^County.  Sdall  amount  of 
■adaitional  moisture  will  be  valuable  to  pasture.  Weather  warm,  partly  cloudy, 
about  average  for  season.  Most  crops  excepting  very  late  seedings  are  ripening. 

In  some  cases  ripening  has  been  hastened  by  grasshopper  damage.'  Crops  in  many 
areas  being  harvested  slightly  prematurely  to  save  some  crop  from,  continual  grass¬ 
hopper  damage.  Probably  not  over  50^  will  be  harvested  as  threshed  grain.  Late 
seeded  crops  in  many  instances  damaged  beyond  use  for-hay'or  harvesting  in  any  . 
mariner,  by  grasshoppers.  Livestock  conditions  continue  very  favorable  with  ample 
range  grass  for  livestock  within  the  area.  Sleeping  sickness  continues  with  un¬ 
precedented  severity  in  both  counties.  A.11  available  labor  being  used  to  rush  har¬ 
vesting  operations.  Grasshopper 'migrationfrom  east,  reaching  Garfield  County  on 
July  9th,  has  now  progressed  completely  across  the  County.-  Only  two  days  during 
the  past  week  have  been  favorable  for  migration. 

GLAC IBR :  G'cd  she v/er s’ Saturday  night  and  S’unday  morning  in  northern  part  of  county, 
about  .5  inch  precipitation.  ■  Temperatures  generally  warm  with  hot  wind 
from  south-.'est  on  Tuesday.  Growing  conditions  generally  good,  some  crops  show 
damage  from  hot  winds.  'Winter  wheat  ripening  ra’oidly.  So-nie  early  rye  fields  being 
harvested  for  grain.  Flax  and  must'ard  past  blooming.  Crop  c'^nditions  generally 
very  good,  for  above  normal .  Sugar  beet  webworm  infestation  generally  over,  though 
some  small  areas  still  being  bo'thered.  -Livestock  in  excellent  shane;  some  wool 
being  sold  around  20^;'^,  'pre-vious  sales  were  1752^.  Adequate  labor. 

HILL :  Precipitation  .81  inch.  ■  Harvest ing  of  rye,  oats  and  barley  started.  Wheat 

harvest  will  start  this  coming  week.  Slight  grasshopper  and  grain  bug  damage. 
Ranges  in  good  condition.-  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Labor  balanced. 

JUDITH  BASIN;  Slight  orecipitation ,  teraneratures  variable.  Winter  wheat  turning 

fast.  In  east  portion  of  county,  binders  have  started  on  fall  wheat. 
Combining  expected  to  start  in  week  or  ten  days.  V^est  portion  of  county  will  be 
later.  Much  of  wheat  in -western- port  ion  lodging  badly.  Yields  expected  to  be  good. 
Hot  winds  early  part  of  week  hastened  ripening  and' probably  will  reduce  yields  some¬ 
what.  Grasshoppers  doing  some  damage  in  Scattered  areas.  Cricket  infestation  dis¬ 
appearing.  Blister  beetles  doing  considerable  damage  to  potatoes  and  gardens.  Web- 
worms  have  disappeared.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition  on  range,  prospects  are 
for  an'abundance  of  v/inter  r.ange.  Shrrta,g'e  cf  experienced  harvest  labor. 

LAKE :  Ho  precipitation.  Generally  clear  and  hot.  Grain  harvesting  in  full  swing 
on  ad.1  drylands.  Second  crop  alfalfa  and  clover  making  excellent  growth, 
Sugar  beets  gradually  recovering  from  recent  webworm  attack,  peas  being  harvested. 
Livestock  in  good  condition.  Several- carloads  of  lambs  being  shipped  to  market. 

LEWIS  Sc  CLARK  -  BROADWATER:  One  light  shower  but  -  week  in  general  was- rather  warm 

arid  dry.  Last  Sunday  unusually  cool  for  July.  -Late 

(Continued  on  page  3*) 
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crons  being  affected  by  dry  weather,  some,  •^irst  crop  of  alfalfa  all  in  stack  and 
wild  hay  harvest  in  full  swing  with  larger  crop  than  usual.  Winter  wheat  harvest 
will  probably  start  this  coming  week.  Sugar  beets  and  potatoes  making  satisfactory 
progress.  Webworms  doing  some  damage  to  beets.  In  general  webworm  damage  is  de¬ 
creasing.  Feed  becoming  dry  but  there  is  abundance  of  grass  for  livestock. 

MADISON  -  JSPFFHSON:  One  or  two  light  local  showers  during  week.  Growing  condi¬ 
tions  very  good.  Days  very  warm,  nights  cool.  Harvesting  of 
winter  wheat  and  rye  progressing  rapidly  with  some  spring  grains  also  being  har¬ 
vested.  Yields  of  winter  vvheat  reported  very  good.  First  cutting  alfalfa  in  stack 
with  harvest  of  wild  hay  and  meadow  ha.ys  being  rushed.  Stock  and  range  conditions 
continue  very  favorable. 

MHAGHSR ;  Very  light  showers  past  week.  Weather  quite  cool.  Some  late  grain  be¬ 
ginning  to  look  dry.  Range  beginning  to  cure.  Moisture  and  temperature 
still  very  good  for  this  period  of  se?.son.  Hay  cured  slowly  past  week.  Most  of 
winter  rye  harvested.  Especially  good  grain  yield  indicated.  Hay  crop  excellent. 
Livestock  condition  excellent.  Several  sales  made  to  country  buyers.  Mixed  lambs 
(no  straight  ewe  lambs  offered  for  sale),  steer  calves  Z(f:,  two-year-old  steers 
S(p .  Labor  demand  a  little  ahead  of  supply  on  account  of  haying.  Webworm  infesta¬ 
tion  on  decline  with  little  damage  done  except  to  gardens  and  one  field  of  alfalfa. 
Grasshopper  damage  beginning. 

MISSOULA;  Light  showers  first  of  week,  with  scattered  streaks  of  hail.  Moderate 
to  seasonal  temperatures.  Growing  conditions  excellent.  Some  grains 
damaged  from  50^  to  100^  by  hail  in  southern  part  of  county.  Grains  ripening  and 
harvesting  commenced.  Second  crop  of  hay  harvest  in  full  swing.'  Yields  generally 
good.  Sugar  beet  webworm  infestation  about  disappeared.  Ranges  and  pastures  in 
good  condition.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition..  Labor  situation  about  balanced. 

IvTJSS  EL  SHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY;  Scattered  local  showers,  weather  quite  cod.  Crop 

conditions  generally  good.  Crops  damaged  by  hail 
are  coming  back  and  will  make  some  crop.  Harvest  started,.  Most  barley  has  been 
cut.  Some  oats  being  cut.  A.  fev/  ranchers  scattered  over  the  counties  have  started 
combining  whea,t.  Few  fields  on  which  check  was  made,  yielded  22  bushels  per  acre. 

In  another  week  wheat  combining  will  be  in  full  swing.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 
Pxenty  cf  feed.  Hay  being  cut  on  range  land.  Ranchers  putting  up  every  bit  cf  hay 
tney  can  with  the  help  they  have. 

P AR-K ;  Varying  weather  conditions, with  alterna,te  hct  and  cool  weather  and  local 

rains.  Most  first  crop  alfalfa  stacked*  Some  badly  damaged  by  wet  weather. 
Timothy  haying  under  way.  Early  winter  wheat  harvest  beginning  but  most  grain  will 
not  be  cut  for  about  two  weeks.  AH  crop  prospects  still  excellent.  Livestock  in 
fine  shape,  due  to  abundant  grass.  Some  contra,cting  of  lambs  between  6  and  7  cents. 

Most  cf  wool  sold  from  17^  to  19^*  Labor  balanced.  Grasshopper  damage  more  notice- 

aole  on  grain  and  second  crop  alfalfa.  Blister  beetles  and  webworms  damaging  pota¬ 
toes  and  gardens,  but  infestation  spotted. 

PHILLIPS ;  Light  shower  early  pant  cf  week.  Generally  clear  and  warm.  Ideal  ripen¬ 
ing  conditions.  With  exception  cf  small  area  in.  northeast  part  of  county, 
crop  conditions  are  very  gccd.  In  balance  of  ccunty  there  is  sufficient  moisture  to 

bring  crop  through.  Grasshopper  infestation  spotted  throughout  county.  In  most  lo¬ 

calities  very  little  damage  has  oeen  done,  in  some  other  areas  damage  is  considerable 
may  run  from  10^  to  25^.  Harvesting  of  cats  and  barley  in  progress.  Livestoo.k  uon-- 
dition  good.  Fewer  reports  of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses.  Surplus  of  labor. 

PRAIRIE ;  Weather  hot  and  dry.  Grain  ripening  rapidly..  Combines  started  operating 
middle  of  week.  Yields  spotted  and  fields  vary  from  9  to  I5  bushels  of 
wheat  per  acre  with  a,  bushel  weight  from  60  to  62  pounds.  Rust  doing  considerable 

damage  to  late  wheat.  Corn  making  aood  growth  but  needs  rain.  Grasshoppers  taking 

their  toll  of  crops,  but  have  not  started  on  corn,  yet.  Livestock  is  in  good  condi¬ 
tion  and  ranges  .are  curing  with  considerable  cover. 

RICHLAND;  Approximately  one  inch  rainfall  in  eastern  part  cf  county  fore  part  cf 
week  with  heavy  showers  repo rted , in , c entral  portion.  Grasshoppers  con¬ 
tinue  to  migrate  into  ccunty  from  Dakotas  and  also  continue  to  migrate  out  of  ccunty 
moving  from  field  to  field  whenever  conditions  are  ideal  for  flight.  Northeast  area 
of  ccunty  which  was  not  affected  so  hard  on  first  migration  has  been  more  seriously 
hit  during  past  week.  Stem  rust  appearing  last  week, and  taking  seme  toll  particu¬ 
larly  on  later  grains  and  in  low  spets.  Harvesting  of  all  crops  in  full  swing, 
many  being  cut  before  maturity  in  ordertc  stave  off  further  damage  from  grasshoppers:. 
No  particular  meving  of  livestock  to  market  to  date.  '  • 

ROOSEVELT ;  Generally  higher  temperatures  with  some  wind.  No  precipitation.  Grain 

maturing  rapidly  with  farmers  making  every  effort  to  harvest  as  rapidly 
as  possible.  All  spring  wheat  being  either  windrowed  or  bemd.  Practically  all 
other  grains  aside  from  spring  wheat  harvested  either  for  grain  or  hay  to  avoid 
grassnepper  damage.  Rust  expectedto , cut  yields  and  grade  down  materially  in  all 

(Continued  on  Page  4.) 
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except  earliest  spring  wheat.  Grasshoppers  have  migrated  some  from  county  during 
week.  Crop  damage  varies  generally  from  5^^  to  practically  complete  loss  in  a  few 
fields,  with  average  loss  from  hoopers  estimated  at  around  15^  to  20^  at  present. 
Poisoned  "bait  being  used  to  some  extent  mainly  to  protect  flax.  Considerable  native 
hay  put  up  v/ith  most  of  bluejoint  haying  completed.  In  some  instances  hay  has  been 
cut  on  prairie.  Scattered  cases  of  encephaloml it  is  occurring.  Labor  becoming  more 
scarce. 

EOSEBUD :  Practically  one  inch  rain,  general  overcounty.  July  was  fourth  wettest 
on  record.  Harvesting  delayed  early  part  of  week  by  rain.  Oat  crop 
practically  all  cut  for  hay  because  of  grasshopper  damage.  TlTheat  in  norther  end  of  ’ 
county  about  50^  destroyed.  Farmers  in  general  do  not  fear  any  serious  damage  to 
corn  and  other  row  crops.  Hoppers  thinning  out  in  worst  infested  area,  but  reported 
showing  up  in  areas  not  infested  previously.  Range  continues  to  remain  green.  No 
cattle  shipments  made  yet  except  few  truck  lots  to  Billings.  A.sing  price  for  lambs 
advancedduring  week.  Sleeping  sickness  general  over  county,  mach  more  widespread 
than  in  previous  years. 

SA^'IDERS ;  Slight  precipitation.  Average  maximum  temperature,  .71;  average  minimum 
•  53*  Genera-lly  clear  and  cooler  temperatures;  all  dryland  crops  suffer¬ 
ing  from  lack  of  moisture.  Binding  and  combining  winter  wheat  in  full  swing, 

Estimate  60^  normal  yield  on  account  of  early  drouth.  Very  good  quality.  Second 
cutting  alfalfa  being  harvested.  Spring  grain  ripening  fast  and  poor  condition  on 
account  of  drouth.  Livestock  doing  well  on  higher  range.  High  fire  hazard  in 
forest  areas,  a.  few  small  forest  fires  of  small  importance  so  far  this  season. 

SHERIDAN :  Showers, total  precipitation  .6o  inch.  Normal  warm  weather  for  season. 

Weather  conditions  favorable  for  crop  development.  Rust  continues  to 
develop  on  most  wheat  incounty.  Migration  of  hoppers  into  county  during  past  four 
days  creating  very  serious  threat  to  all  crops.  Estimated  20^  damage  has  occurred 
up-  to  present  time,  and  it  is  probable  that  damage  will  occur  in  many  fields 

within  very  short  time.  Livestock  conditions  continue  favorable.  Numerous  cases 
of  encephalcmyel it ies  have  been  reported  from  all  parts  of  county.  Due  to  rush  in 
harvesting  grain  before  too  much  hopoer  damage  occurs,  a  sharp  increase  in  demand 
for  labor  in  harvest  fields  has  totken  place.  Local  supply  of  labor  has  been  suffi¬ 
cient  up  to  present  time. 

STILLWATER :  High  temperatures  prevailed  entire  week.  No  hail  reported.  Crop  con¬ 
ditions  remain  generally  favorable  with  all  grains  ripening  very  fast. 
Considerable  grain  being  cut  with  binders  and  combining  started.  Second  crop  alfalfa 
being  put  up.  Potato  crop  looks  poor  at  present  time.  Cricket  control  work  finish¬ 
ing  with  good  results.  Grasshoppers  thick  insome  areas  but  little  poison  being 
spread.  Livestock  in  good  condition,  but  as  yet  there  is  a  light  movement  to  market. 
No  surplus  of  labor. 

SWEET GRASS :  Weather  warm  and  cloudy.  Showers  and  some  hail.  Precipitation  l.l6 

inches.  Cron  conditions  good.  Heavy  grain  lodging  with  rain  and  wind. 
Early  fall  grain  being  harvested,  bolance  advancing  rapidly.  Considerable  loss  in 
hay  crops  due  to  rain.  Livestock,  especi^'lly  cattle,  doing  well.  Lambs  having  con¬ 
siderable  difficulty  with  needle  grass  and  worms  in  farm  flocks.  Labor  situation 
unchanged.  Crickets  pretty  well  under  control.  Grasshoppers  quite  num< rous  and 
doing  damage  in  spctE. . 

TETON :  Weather  normal  for  season,  -“^igh  temperatures  S6°;  .06  inch  precipitation 
at  Choteau  but  not  general  "'ver  county.  Warm  weather  has  ripened  grain 
very  rapidlj''  in  eastern  half.  First  field  of  winter  wheat  harvested  last  of  week 
wfth  reported  yield  of  20  bushels  per  acre.  7/inter  wheat  harvesting  will  be  quite 
general  next  v/eek,  in  eastern  half  of  county,  somewhat  later  in  northern  part.  Will 
be  two  weeks  before  spring  wheat  harvest  begins  in  eastern  portion,  four  or  five 
weeks  in  Pendroy  area.  Warm  dry  weather  has  done  considerable  damage  to  late  crops. 
Webworms  have  done  considerable  damage  to  late  crops.  Webworms  have  done  consider¬ 
able  damage  to  flax  and  gardens,  but  are  practically  stopped  at  present  time.  New 
flight  of  moths  in  eastern  edge  of  county.  Some  movement  of  grasshoppers  from 
dried  up  pastures  to  late  grain  fields,  and  some  hopper  damage  reported  to  second 
alfalfa  crop.  Haying  general  in  western  half,  with  wild  hay  crop  a  little  betfer 
than  normal.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition,  practically  all  wool  moved  out  of 
county. 

TOOLE :  Good  rains  first  of  week  varying  from  .43  to  .88  in  various  parts  of  county. 

Weather  warm,  but  will  probably  be  considerable  time  before  first  harvest¬ 
ing  is  done.  Wheat  has  not  filled  out  as  much  as  expected,  tv/o  rows  of  kernels  is 
average  for  county,  although  some  fields  show  three.  All  cattle  and  sheep  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Range  still  excellent.  Hay  hands  using  up  most  of  surplus 
labor.  Many  of  these  men  will  be  available  for  harvesting,  but  situation  is  much 
more  acute  than  it  has  been  and  it  is  expected  that  it  will  become  more  so  in  the 
next  few  weeks. 

V. ALLEY :  Pore  part  of  week  cool  and  cloudy,  latter  part  dry  and  hot.  General  rain 

(Continued  on  page  5') 


1- 

'■  •  '  "  i 

I 

i 

I 

I 

I 

County  Summaries  of  crop . conditions  for  the  we^k  ending  July  3Q >  19?8  -  ^age  ^ .  ■ 

1 

f ver  county  on  Monday.  Growing  conditions  generally  satisfactory.  Sufficient  ; 

moisture.  Harvesting  in  southern  '^art  of  county  with  hinders  in  full  swing  in  i 

attempt  to  save  oats  and  wheat  from  damage  hy  grasshoppers.  Considerable  rust  re¬ 
ported,  however,  damage  cannot  yet  he  determined.  Several  cases  of  sleeping  sick¬ 
ness  reported  and  some  shortage  of  horses  for  mower  and  hinder  work.  Grass  gener¬ 
ally  good  but  being  d.amaged  somewhat  hy  hoppers  especially  in  some  areas.  Short¬ 
age  of  labor  for  harvesting  operations.  There  was  a  general  migration  of  hoppers 
into  the  coiinty  Friday,  vhich  extended  to  Canadian  line.  Serious  damage  reported 
in  southern  portion,  however,  damage  is  spotted,  varying  from  practically  none  to 
Considerable  damage  hy  horjpers  is  anticipated  unless  general  migration  from 
the  county  occurs. 

TtHFATL AlTD :  Continued  hot  v/eather  with  one  good  local  shower  middle  of  week. 

General  growing  conditions  good,  although  additional  moisture  is  desir¬ 
able  in  some  parts  of  county.  Crops  in  .good  condition  generally  over  county.  No 
large  amount  of  damage  reported  due  to  grasshoppers. 

TB  AIJX :  Precipitation  at  Wibaux  .  I9  inch,  in  north  end  of  county  I.65,  Tuesday  ; 

the  26th.  Several  hail  losses  reported  north  of  Wibn,ux.  Harvesting  in  j 

full  swing.  Headers  and  binders  used  more  than  usual  because  of  drouth,:  grass-  : 

hoppers,  rust,  and  heal  injury.  Windrcwing  also  practiced  to  some  extent.  Yields 
will  be  very  spotted.  Quite  a  percentage  of  grain  will  be  shrivelled  because  of 
cutting  before  it  is  ripe,  to  get  away  from  hoppers  and  rust  damage.  Corn  and  . 
late  feed  crops  need  rain  in  large  portions  of  county.  Livestock  and  ranges  in 
good  condition. 

YELLOWSTONE :  precipitation  .U4  inch.  Cool  first  of  week,  warmer  last  part  with 
intermittent  showers.  Combining  of  winter  wheat  starting.  Practi¬ 
cally  all  wheat  harvested  by  binder  is  in  shock.  Second  cutting  hay  under  v/ay. 
purnle  top  disease  still  affecting  all  potatoes  and  tomatoes  in  the  valley.  Spray- 
ng  continues  with  fairly,  good  results  if  caught  in  time,  practically  same  condi¬ 
tion  on  crickets  prevailing  this  ,  week.  Not  much  damage  being  done,  however.  Live¬ 
stock  and  labor  situation  same  as  last  week. 


Helena,  Mcnta,na 
gugust  2,  193s 


Jay  G.  Diamond,  Sr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
T.  J.  Kuzelka,  Jr.  Agr*  Statistician. 
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-  Dryland  grains  deterior-rted  in  during  the  week  ending  A.ugust  ^th,  as 

a  result  of  continued  high  temperatures  and  lack  of  rainfall.  Showers  and  much 
cooler  temperatures  On  the  however,  relieved  the  situation  in  a.  good  part  of 

the  State  east  of  the  Divide,  particularly  in  the  southwestern,  north-central,  and 
extreme  northeastern  portions,  iluch  of  the  dryland  area  has  had  no  appreciable 
precipitation  for  the  last  four  successive  weeks  and  the  ground  is  in  a  very  dry 
condition.  Late-sown  grains  in  these  areas,  having  developed  heavy  foliage  and 
shallow  root  systems  because  of,  plentiful  moisture  during  the  first  part  of  the 
growing  season,  are  now  in  need  of  generaous  rainfcdl  for  carrying  through  to 
maturity.  Irrigated  crons  continued  good  growth. 


Until  showers  occurred  on  tiie  Q'^b,  weather  conditions  were  ideal  for  ripening 
oi  grains  and  rapid  progress  of  haying,  hcarvesting,  and  threshing  operations. 

Drain  harvesting  appears  in  all  stages  of  progress,  and  has  been  completed  already 
j.n  many  southeastern  districts.  Hea^/y  yields  of  winter  wheat  have  been  reported 
from  Big  Horn,  Carbon,  Cascade,  Chouteau,  and  Gallatin  Counties.  In  Big  Horn,  the 
vnnter  wheat  harvest  is  regarded  as  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  county.  Below, 
normal  yields  of  winter  wheat  have  been  reported  from  Sanders  and  Flathead  Counties. 
Spring  wheat  and  other  spring  grain  conditions  nave  declined  during  the  last,  three 
v/eeks,  partly  because  of  lack  of  rainfall  in  the  dryland  areas,  and  Partly  because 
of  severe  damage  from  rust  and  grasshoppers  in  the  northeastern  and  east-central 
districts.  Many  fields,  whicn  have  been  severely  d amaged  in  the  northeast,  will  be 
a.bandoned.  Mustard  is  heady  for  harvest,  and  flax  is  past'  the  blooming  stage. 

Corn  ha.s'  oeen  growing  well,  but  is  oeing  damaged  oy  grasshoppers  in  some  eastern 
fields.  Harvest  of  canning  peas  continues,  and  there  has  a.lso  been  some  ha,rvest  of 
Seed  peas.  Beans  a.re  in  good  condition  except  for  blight  in  Ca.rbon  Count}''.  The 
o'^ndition  of  potatoes  varies  from  poor  to  good;  many  fields  in  southern  and  eastern 
districts  ahe  affected  with  the  "purple  top"  disease.  / 


Haying  continued  in  full  swing  in  the  wild  hay  districts  and  where  the  second 
crop  of  alfalfa  was  rea.dy  for  cutting.  Showers  interrupted  operations,  however^  at 
the  vary  close  of  the  week.  TUe  .second  crop  of  alfalfa  has  been  of  better  quality 
because  of  deterioration  and  spoila,ge  of  the  first  crop  by  r  ain  and  other  unfavor¬ 
able  weather  conditions.  Seed  alfalfa  prospects  are  reported  only  fair  in  Rosebud 
County.  Prairie  gra.sses  h=ve  cured  with  heavy  seed  set.  Considerable  danger  from 
fire  exists  while  the  grass  is  dry  because  of  the  .ab'undant  cover.  Continued  dry 
weather  ha.s  necessitated  irrigation  of  pastures. 


Carttle  and  sheep  are  reported  in  fine  condition.  There  has  been  no  marketing 
activity  except  for  the  shipment  of  fat  lambs  from  Sanders  and  Lake  Coiinties. 
Spread  of  sleeping  sickness  and  loss  of  horses  continues.  Pa.ralysis  is  reported 
among  poultry  fl^'Cks  in  Pondera  County.  Cricket  control  work  is  tapering  off,  or 
has  ceased.  Control  measures  for  the  most  part  have  been  quita  successful. 
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Sunshine 

Total 

Precipitation 

Temperature 

fo  of 

This 

From  April 

For  Corresponding 

Station 

Highest 

Lowest 

Possible 

.Week  , 

1st  to  date 

period  in  1937 

Billings 

,  .93 

50- 

.0.10 

11-99 

T792 

Bozeman 

S2 

38 

* 

.0.13 

10.33 

■  9-50 

Conrad 

0.22 

9-22# 

7.7^ 

Cut  Sank 

82 

.  ^3 

* 

0.03 

9-71 

6 . 50 

Fort  Peck 

91 

54 

ik 

0.03 

7.11 

4.19 

Glendive 

100 

48 

* 

0.30 

6. 62 

6.49 

Great  Falls 

89 

■  46 

* 

0.85 

10.36 

5.49 

Havre 

90- 

46 

92... 

0;.  54 

9-32 

7  .o4 

HELENA 

85. 

50 

93 

,0.44 

9-97 

5.14 

Kal i spell 

&6 

42 

90 

0.00 

4.32#' 

5.7s 

Lewistown 

86 

38 

* 

0.22 

12.03 

6.56 

Mcil  tiB, 

88 

4s 

* 

0.03 

9-25 

6.46  '  ■ 

Miles  City 

98 

54 

9^  . 

0.11 

6.83 

6.62 

Mi  ssoula 

88  . 

46 

88 

C.16 

■7.38 

3-67 

Poplar 

,98 

.  48  ■  , 

•Jc 

0.21 

'  9-59 

5-31 

Stanford 

* 

% 

* 

0.25 

13-37# 

6-59 

Average 

0.23 

9.21 

6.25 

. ^Corrected  to 

a.gr-^'e  with, July  total. 

*No  Data. 
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The  folloy/in^  sucmeries  of  croTi  conditions  for  the  week  ending  A.ugast  6,  I938  ere 
famished  tJcrrugh  the  courtesy  of  Director  d--  'C-  -Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension 
Service.  ,  * 

BEAVEP-rlEAD :  No  nrec  initat  ion,  h''t  and  dry,  nights  cool.  Haying  in  full  swing  in 

wild  hay  districts.  Cro-ns'  r'orir.- "S  "me  damage  to  nea  crop  bj’-  sugar 
Deet  weoworms.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

BIG  H05N :  V/o.rmest  se-^son  of  year  i^revailed,  no  precipitation.  Crons  doing  well. 

yinter  -.vheat  being  c'^mbined  generally,  with  renorts  on  yields  aiS  high 
as  95  bushels  ner  acre,  best  winter  wheat  crop  in  history  of  the  county.  Spring 
wheat  ripening  rapidly  with  yield  pros-^ect  also  good.  First  general  irrigation 
of  year  took  place  during  week.  Beet  crop  making  fine  progress,  corn  also  grow¬ 
ing  rapidly.  Potatoes  badly  affected  with  purnle  top.  Second  crop  alfalfa  hay 
being  nut  up  in  much  better  shape  than  first  crop.  Range  grass  ripening.  Cattle 
in  fine  condition.  Big  dercandfcr  livestock  in  view  of  abundance  of  feed  available. 
A.mple  labor.  Not  mucn  insect  damage  reported.  ■  Cricket  control  work  gradually 
tapering  off. 

3L A.INE :  No  precipitation,  clear  sunshiny  days,  normal  temperatures.  Dryland  wheat 
crop  in  northern  part  of  county  has  deteriorated  very  rapidlj^  during  week. 
Estimated  reduction  in  yields  approximately  30^  of  what  it  was  a  week  ago,  due 
partly  to  rust  out  more  largely  to  dry  weather.  A.Pparently  weather  and  moisture 
conditions  were  such  that  wheat  plants  developed  shallow  root  systems,  and  v'hen  dry 
weather  hit  the  large  amount  of  forage  on  the  fields  sapped  moisture  very  rapidly 
from  the  surface.  Few  samnles  of  wheat  harvested  in  Turner  vicinity  running  approx¬ 
imately  10  to  12  Dushles  of  No.  4  wheat.  Crops  south  of  Milk  River  ripening  very 
fast  but  not  as  much  deterioration  as  in  north  part  of  county.  Beets  and  potatoes 
in  Milk  River  Valley  made  rapid  progress.  Wheat  in  valley  heavily  infested  with 
rust  v/hich  has  gi  eatly  reduced  yields.  Livestock  and  ranges  in  excellent  condition. 

CARBON :  Hot  and  dry,  with  little  rain  reported  during  week.  Temperatures  range 
well  up  to  9^  degrees.  Haying  in  full  swing  in  timothy  and  red  top 
meadow  regions  west  of  Roberts  pjid  Red  Lodge.  Extra  good  quality  reported.  Cutt¬ 
ing  of  grain  well  along  with  some  60  Dushel  yields  reported  in  dryland  sections. 
Major  part  of  grain  cutting  completed  in  Clarks  Fork  Valley.  Beans  formerly  hailed 
out  making  wonderful  recovery.  In  many  cases,  field  crops  of  garden  beans,  as  well 
as  most  beans  in  town  and  country  gardens  '^re  badly  blighted,  purple  top  condition 
in  potatoes  reported  very  bad  over  entire  county.  Spraj^ing  with  lime  sulphur  being 
carried  on.  Grasshopper  beating  practically  at  standstill.  Many  combines  in  opera¬ 
tion  in  dryland  sections.  Weed  spraying  started  bj^  private  individuals.  Livestock 
in  excellent  condition. 

CASCADE:  No  precipitation.  Warm  weath- r  is  ideal  for  maturing  wheat  crops.  Har¬ 
vesting  of  winter  v.’heat  well  under  way.  Yields  as  high  as  45  to  4S 
bushels  reported.  Range  grass  maturing  with  heavy  seed  set.  No  damage  from  in¬ 
sects.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Labor  situation  normal. 

CHOUTEAU :  Scattered  light  showers  over  county,  continues  v/a.rm,  speeding  ripening 
of  wheat  crops.  Harvesting  of  .crops  in  winter  v^heat  area  fully  under 
way.  Reported  yields  fair,  but  none  exceptionally  high;  20  to  40  bushels  reported. 
Spring  vrheat  harvest  -under  v.^ay  in  scattered  areas  but  no  reliable  reports  on  yields 
as  yet.  Mormon  cricket  control  program  still  under  v/ay  with  tin  bsrrier  proving 
effective  especially  in  Square  Butte  area.  . . 

CUSTER  -  POWDER  RIVER:  Temperatures  varying,  no  rain.  Dryland  wheat  making  7  to  .1 

15  bushels  per  acre.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  going  in 
stack.  Irrigated  crops  continue  good  growth  except  potatoes  affected  by  purple 
top.  Control  measures  started  Saturday.  Wild  hay  harvest  still  in  progress. 
Grasshoppers  doing  some  dajnage  to  gra.ss  in  certain  areas.  Condition  of  stock 
remains  good.  Timber  and  grass  fire  started  in  Pine  Hills  East  of  Miles  City  by 
burning  coal  mine  menacing  large  area  of  range  land.  CCC  crew  aiding  local 
ranchers  in  control.  Sever.al  hundred  acres  burned  and  fire  not  yet  checked  by 
Saturday  noon. 

DANIELS:  No  precipitation.  Temperatures  high  most  of  week.  Estimated  that 

approximately  4o^  of  crops  have  been  badly  damaged  by  rust  and  another 
20%  from  grasshoppers  during  past  ten  days.  First  re-ported  wheat  combined  averag¬ 
ing  from  10  to  l4  bushels  per  acre.  Considerable  migration  of  grasshoppers.  A 
few  /.ore  cases  of  encephalomyelitis  in  horses  reported.  Surplus  of  labor  in 
co\inty  due  to  sudden  change  in  crop  conditions. 

DAWSON :  Wea.ther  seasonal.  Grain  cutting  continues  full  swing  but  with  little 

threshing  started.  Few  combines  are  in  fields  but  runs  have  been  too 
short  to  determine  yields.  Hopper  and  rust  damage  continues  to  mount  with  corn 
now  being  attacked  which  previously  had  not  been  hurt.  Quite  a  little  wild  hay 
being  cut  in  scattered  areas  over  county.  Livestock  conditions  generally  remain 
favorable  although  flies  and  insects  are  bothering  to  considerable  extent.  Water 
ample  and  grass  conditions  favorable.  Sleeping  sickness  continues  to  take  its  toll 
among  norses.  Hopper  abtacks  are  less  severe  than  previously  although  they  are 
scattered  over  entire  county  and  damage  continues.  Egg  laying  in  progress  over 
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much  of  the  erea- 

FALLON  -  GARTER:  precipitation  .12.  Hot  weather  with  high'  winds  a  Portion  of  week. 

H"t  and  dry  in  central  Carter  Coun.ty.  Farmers  busy  in  fields, 
harvest  aoout  half  completed.  Showers  of  rain  would  help  corn.  Livestock  in 
gener'^1  in  good  condition,  plenty  of  feed  and  water.  .A.dditional  sleeping  sickness 
cases  in  horses  reported  in  various  parts  of  counties. 

FERGUS :  Light  shower  first  of  week.  Hot  and  dry  rest  of  week.  Combining  started 

in  west  part  of  county.  Rinding  started  in  other  Parts.  Spring  wheat  con¬ 
tinues  with  good  grov/th.  Livestock  continues  good.  Grasshoppers  doing  very  little 
damage.  Still  some  fear  of  migratory  hoppers  coming  in  from  East. 

FL  A.THE  AD :  Dry  with  warm  days  and  cool  highst.  Ideal  weather  for  harvesting.  Ccm- 
hining  a.nd  binding  of  winter  wheat  in  full  swing,  with  some  spring  wheat 
ready  for  harvest.  Yields  of  winter  wheat  running  muci^  better  than  expected.  Most 
reports  from  l6  to  32  bushels  with  lower  than  average  yields  from  only  on  community. 
Quality  of .  manter  wheat  is  excellent.  Spring  wheat  crop  in  northern  part  of  valley 
is-  showing  prospects  for  best  yield  in  y^ars.  Present  prices  will  result  in  much 
wheat  going' into  storage  on  farms  and  in  eleva,tors.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  hay 
and  Potato  crops  are  in.  better  condition  than  at  this  time  la.st  year,  pastures 
short.  Range  livestock  in  good  condition. 

GA.LLA.T'IN :  Weather  clear,  dry,  wind  fore  part  of  week.  Increased  average  tempera¬ 
tures.  Grain  harvest  with  binders  in  full  swing,  with  indications  that 
large  acreage  will  be  handled  with  binders.  Combining  started  during  v/eek  and 
winter  wheat  practically  all  ready  to  harvest.  Yields  high  and  in  accordance  with 
expect^'tions  in  all  areas  except  those  damaged  by  hail  in  July.  Final  operation 
being  done  on  summer  fallow,  which  shows  good  moisture  content.  Flow  in  G"'’llatin 
River  decreasing  but  still  apparently  sufficient  water  to  cont inue.  irrigat ion  of 
hay  and  pasture  and  some  late  grain.  Canning  pea  harvest  continues  and  few  fields 
of  seed  peas  being  harvested.  Pastures  and  r ange  still  in  excellent  condition. 

GARFIELD  -  PETRQLEUIvI :  Trace  of  Precipita-tion.  Dry  hot  winds  have  prevailed.  Crops 

continue  to  mature  rapidly.  Haying  operations  continue  in 
full  swing  in  attempt  to  salvage  at  least  some  hay.  Serious  damage  from  grass- 
ho-r^pers  in  Garfield  County,  most  fields  being  cut  from  50  to  75^*  Most  operators 
will  market  small  percent  of  c.ash  grain  expected.  Gardens  are .  almost  total  loss. 
Alfalfa  seriously  injured  a.nd  very  little  seed  is  likely  to  be  harvested.  Live¬ 
stock  continue  in  favorable  condition  with  ample  grass  for  stock  in  the  area. 
Sleeping  sickness  continues  severe  which  seems  to  offer  resulting  shortage  of 
horses  in  some  areas.  Some  migration  of  hoppers  from  East  to  lYest  during  v/eek, 
the  horde  reaching  int-'^  eastern  petroleum  county.  Worst  concentration  seems  to  be 
in  area  of  Iviuss  el  shell  River.  Even  the  numbers  have  been  thinnpd  out  considerably 
in  Garfield  County,  there  still  remains  sufficient  infestation  to  cause  continued 
doomage . 


GLACIER :  No  rains  past  week.  General  growing  conditions  f'^ir  to  poor.  Hot  fore 
part  of  week,,  did  some  damage.  V^inter  wheat  harvest  commenced  with 
yields  of  around  20  bushels.  Some  early  spring  wheat  will  be  harvested  in  about 
a  week  or  ten  days,  Ea.rly  spring  grains  shov/ing  damage  from  winds  'nd  insects., 

and  native  hoppers  have  drifted  into  fields  from  pastures  and  range.  Crop  condi¬ 
tions  generally  good.  Mustard  and  flax  genera,lly  past  blooming,  biustard  begnnning 
to  turn  with  indications  of  fair  harvest.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa,  almost  ready  to 
cut.  Native  hay  yields  high.  Lots  of  hay  being  put  up.  Loss  on  wheat  this-  week 
estimated  at  10^.  Livestock  generally  in  good  sha.pe. 

HILL :  precipitat iob  .01  inch.  Oats  and  barley  harvesting  under  way.  Harvesting 
of  v/heat  just  started,  will  be  under  way  generally  throughout  county  next 
week.  -Ganges  in  good  condition.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Labor  balanced. 

JUDITH  BASIN:  No  precipitation.  Considerable  winds  and  drying  v/eather.  Tempera¬ 
tures  high.  Most  of  wheat  now  turning.  Rinding  st.a.rted  in  East 
end  of  county.  Combining  v/ill  start  within  a  week  on  winter  wheat..  Spring  grains 
will  be  somewhat  later.  Grasshoppers  increased  in  numbers  andall  sizes  appear  .to 
be  present.  Very  little  dameige  is  repo.rted  and  very  little  poison  being  spread. 
Cricket  control  crew  ceased  operations,  completing  their  season's  work  with  prac- 
ticadly  100^  effective  crop  -nrotection  campaign.  Livestock  in  good  shape.  Mark¬ 
ing  has  not  started.  Range  condition  excellent.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  re- 
p''rted  on  large  number  of  farms  and  s'^me  losses  h.-^ve  occurred.  Farm  labor  short¬ 
age  .being  taken  core  of  by  influx  of  transient  labor. 

LAKE :  -  Hot  a.nd  dry  with  some  wind,  no  precipitation.  Grain  harvesting  in  .full 

: swing  with  yields  slightly  higher  than  norm-d.  Second  crop  alfalfa  being 
harvested.  Lambs  being  shipped  to  market  at  per, lb.  Cricket  poisoning 
completed. 

LEWIS  A  CL.ARK  -  BROADWATER:  Warm  weather  favorable  for  later  maturing  crops.  . 
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Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  off  to  a  good  start.  Yield  information  has  not  come  in 
hut  it  is  expected  w-ill  he  substantially  higher  than  for  several  years.  Other  crops 
progressing  satisfactorily.  Considerably  more  hay  being  put  un  than  usual.  Ranges 
drying  considerably  but  grass  'plentiful  and  stock  are  holding  and  iniproving 
gains  in  -.veight.  Insect  damage  at  minimum  with  small  amount  of  da.mage  being  done. 

...AI'ISC'R  -  J7FRIRS0N:  Temperature  varied  from  very  hot  to  cool  days  with  cool- 

nights.  Strong  hot  v.-inds  Monday  and  Thursday.  No  precipita¬ 
tion.  Crop  conditions  remained  very  good,  with  harvesting  of  winter  wheat  and  rye 
and  some  snring  grains  making  ranid  progress.  Harvest  of  early  potatoes  starting. 
7/ild  hay  being  put  in  stack  as  rapidly  as  possible  so  as  to  h^ve  it  out  of  the  way 
by  the  time  the  second  crop  of  alfalfa  is  ready.  Little  damage  nov/  being  d'^ne  by 
insects.  Sheep  and  cattle  still  in  exceptionally  good  condition  with  abundance  of 
fe-’d  and  w^tcr  on  r-ng'^s. 

mE A.GHER :  No  piecipitation .  Te;nperature  moderate  with  close  anproach  to  frost 
Tuesday  morning.  Harvest  proceeding  satisfactorily  throughout  week, 
-hreshing  winter  rye  just  beginning-.  Some  spring  grain  beginning  to  burn.  Range 
ci.'.ring  -"^t  lov-'er  altitudes.  43.1  yields  will  be  much  better  than  in  any  recent  year, 
condition  of  livestock  continues  excellent  although  flies  bothering.  No  new  re- 
ocrts  on  sales.  Labor  demand  =head  of  sup'nly  during  h.-^rvest.  No  important  insect 
damage  as  yet.-  vi'ebv/orms  declined  rapidly  during  week.  Blister  beetles  doing  some 
damage  to  gardens.  Grasshoppers  not  doing  any  definite  damage  so  far. 

-■'ilSSOlTLA:  Warm  and  iry,  no  precipitation.  Excellent  harvest  weather.  All  small 
grains  r inning  and  harvest  in  all  stages  of  progress.  Threshing 
started  in  some  loca^ties  "^nd  will  be  general  throughout  county  next  week.  Yields 
fair  to  good.  Second  crop  alfalfa,  and  timothy  and  clover  haying  still  in  progress. 
Sugar  beets  making  some  recovery  from  webworm  damiage.  Ranges  and  pastures  in  fair 
to  good  condition. 

mlJSSBLSHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY :  No  rain,  hot,  warm  winds.  Grain  ripening  very  fast. 

Harvest  in  full  swing.  No  definite  check  on  yields. 
Some  early  wheat  v/ent  20  bushels  per  acre.  Livestock  in  very  good  condition. 
Sleeping  sickness  among  horses  will  decrease  horse  pop'olation  in  both  counti'es  by 
at  least  15y- 

( 

PARR:  Warm,  dry  y?eather,  maturing  cr'^ps.  Winter  wheat  harv<^st  'under  way  with 

binders.  Second  crop  alfalfa  coming  good  where  grasshopper  infestation  is 
not  too  heavy.  A.11  grain  yields  expected  to  be  good.  Livestock  in  excellent  con¬ 
dition.  Very  litcle  movement  to  m''-rket  yet.  Labor  balanced.  Some  grasshopper 
poisoning  being  done  in  v/^rst  infested  sections. 

PH  I LL I  ?S :  Very  light  local  shov/ers  rnid-v/eek.  Warm  days,  cool  nights.  Ideal 

ripening  condition.  Early  cr^ps  not  severly  affected  by  red  rust  but 
neav/  looses  anticipated  in  late  cr'ps.  Oats,  barley  and  earlyv/heat  being  har¬ 
vested  by  binders.  Combining  expected  to  start  next  iveek.  No  report  on  yields. 
Grasshoppers  doing  considerable  damage  in  e.astern  part  of  county  and  other 
scattered  localities.  Grasshopper  poison  moving  more  freely.  Livestock  condition 
good.  Range  good.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  still  reported  from  all  parts  of 
county.  L."bor  balanced. 

PONDERA :  Hot,  dry  and  windy.  "heat  has  turned  rapidly,  filling  2  and  3  to  the 

mesh.  No  particular  damage  experienced  from  grasshoppers,  although  they 
are  moving  in  from  fyice  lines  into  fields.  Harvest 'began  on  rye,  although  acre¬ 
age  is  very  small.  Some  are  binding  barley,  and  expect  to  bind  oats  latter  part 
of  next  vreek.  Expect  harvesting  of  feed  cr^'ps  to  be  -in  full  'swing  next  week.  Oats 
pnd  barley  extremely  heavy  seed.  A.pproximp.tely  265  cases  of  sleeping  sickness 
reported.  Epidemic  is  county-wide. 

PRAIRIE :  Hot  and  dry,  no  precipitation.  Late  crops  ripening  too  rapidly  due  to 
rust  and  not  weather.  Grasshoppers  c ont inually taking  their  toll. 

Vi/heat  combined  on  south  side  of  Yellowstone  River  will  probably  average  around  7 
bushels  per  acre.  North  of  Yellowstone  crops  arc  damaged  more  by  hoppers  and  by 
rust,  a.s  crops  are  aboat  two  weeks  later.  Range  grasses  curing  rapidly.  Consider¬ 
able  amount  of  wild  hay  being  cut  in  coulees.  Livestock  holding  its  own  with  flies 
bad.  Sleeping  sickmss  working  among  horses. 

RICHLAND :  No  precipitation.  Rather  cool  v/eath-'r  with  cons ider'=ible  wind  one  or 

tv/o  days.  Harvest  of  small  grains  in  full  swing.  Reports  so  far  are 
that  crops  '-re  Panning  extremely  low  with  many  reports  of  around  4  to  6  bushels, 
some  of  these  farmers  had  expected  to  receive  20  to  25  bushels  until  the  hopper 
migration.  Estimated  that  grasshoppers  have  destroyed  around  65^  of  whea.t  with 
greater  toll  on  other  crops.  Large  portion  of  fields  h^^ve  been  cut  with  binder 
and  header,  ordinarily  they  would  ha.ve  been  combined.  Stem  rust  has  also  caused 
considerable  loss  to  m-^ny  fields  particularly  later  sown  fields.  On  some  fields 
rast  h'-s  caused  more  damage  than  hoppers,  but  generally  speaking,  it  is  the  re¬ 
verse.  Livestock  in  good  condition,  expected  tha.t  plenty  of  feed  v/ill  be  had  to 
keep  tnem  in  shape.  All  surplus  labor  absorbed  in  harvest  fields.  Some  purnle 
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too  showing  uo  in  -ot^^to  fields  -ond  expected  that  some  spraying  will  be  done. 

ROOSEVELT :  Pair  and  warm,  generally  favorable  for  harvest  with  exceotion  of  two 

windy  days.  Spring  wheat  harvest  in  full  swing  with  combines  starting 
past  week.  Early  combined  wheat  averaging  58  lbs.  ppr  bushel  with  fields  yielding 
generally  from  5  to  18  bushels  deoending  on  extent  of  hoooer  damage.  Rust  damage 
severe  in  I'ter  fields  particularly  in  east  and  central  sections  of  county.  As 
harvest  continues,  grade  --nd  yield  expected  to  drop.  Some  fields  being  abandoned 
because  of  hopper  and  rust  damage.  In  eastern  section  where  grain  was  mainly 
bound  about  60y  of  spring  wheat  has  been  cut.  Corn  =nd  other  feed  crops  in  good 
condition  except  for  few  corn  fields  which  have  been  damaged  bj/  having  silks  des- 
troy-^'d  by  hoppers.  Exceptionally  large,  yields  of  millet  reported.  Livestock 
situation  'unchanged.  At  present  grasshopocr  infestation  spotted  .as  considerable 
uumbers  have  moved  on.  In  som.e  sections  enough  remain  to  continue  dama.ge  to  gar¬ 
dens  and  crops. 

ROSEBUD :  Weather  most  of  week  ideal  for  harvesting.  Few  local  showers  brought 
limited  moisture  to  few  areas.  V/inter .  wheat  either  -'^11  combined  or  in 
the  shock.  Spring  wheat  harvest  getting  under  way.  Second  crop  alfalfa  being 
cut.  Prospects  only  fair  for  alfalfa  s.eed  crop.  Grasshopper  infestations  still 
spreading  to  new  'ueas.  Damage  not  severe  except  in  northern  part  of  county  and 
in  alfalfa  fields  being  saved  for  seed.  Purple. top  causing  some  damage  to  potatoes. 
Abundance  of  feed  being  put  up  in  al],  parts  of  county.  Little  -activity  in  cattle 
and  sheep  sales  during  v'eek. 

SAbDSRS :  Uo  precipitation,  cooler  temperatures.  Growing  conditions  poor  due  to 

lack  of  moisture.  ’(Winter  wheat  h.-^rvest  ''ell  under  '.-'ay  v/ith  yield  some¬ 
what  belov/  normal,  but  very  good  quality.  Spring  grain  being  cut  witn  low  yield 
from  l-~ck  of  soil  moisture.  Second  cutting  .ha.y  mostly  in  stack  with  about  70^ 
normal  yield.  Potatoes  making  po'^r  gro"’th  with  outlo'^k  of  low  yield  unless  I’ain 
comes  very  soon.  Livestock  doing  well  on  higher  range.  Marketing  of  fat  lambs 
starting. 

S.hERIDAil :  Light  showers  in  p-^rts  of  county.  Yfarm  v/eather  caused  grain  fields  to 

ripen  rapidly.  Grasshoppers  which  have  migrated  into  county  have  caused 
damage  amounting  to  between  20  .=>nd  in  .'^I'l  pa.rts  of  county.  Damage  in  some  areas 

is  as  high  as  9O-:  •  Damage  to  late  wheat  from  rust  very  apparent.  Undoubtedly 
many  fields  will  not  be  harvested  because  of  damage  by,  rust  and  grasshoppers. 

Fields  vvhich  have  been  harvested  are  producing  yield  of  S  to  20  bushels  per  aJere', 
weights  of  55  'to  62  lbs,  per  bushel  have  been  reported.  Later  threshing  will  very 
prob.ably  produce  much  lighter  weight  wheat  with  smaller  yields  per  acre.  Live¬ 
stock  conditions  continue  favorable.  Demand  for  farm  labor  continues.  Local 
supply  still  sufficient  to  take  care  of  dem--nd. 

ST  I  uLvt'lTER :  Week  characterized  by  hot  \7eathpr,  no  rain.  Harvest  of  grain  crops 
in  full  sT^ing,  yields  reported  from  25  to  4c  bushels.  Fields  ripen¬ 
ing  very  fast.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  being  started.  Potato  yields  will  be 
materially  reduced  due  to  purple  top.  Sugar  beets  in  Pa*rk  City  area  do  not  look 
too  good.  Cricket  control  work  for  year  has  ‘oecn  completed.  Grasshoppers  doing 
damage,  in  sonie-  areas,  b.j.t  little  poisoning  being  done.  Livestock  of  '^ll  kinds  in 
good  condition,  with  little  movement  as  yet  to  market.  Few  offers  on  l^^mos  to 
date.  No  surplus  of  l^bor. 

SWEET  GRASS :  Warm  .--nd  dry,  cool  nights.  Frost  reported  in  hills.  No  precipitatiosi. 

Good  week  for  haying  and  harvesting  grain.  Haying  continues.  Winter 
and  ea.rly  spring  crops  being  harvested.  Late  grains  adva.ncing  rapidly.  Livestock 
gaining  in  weight.  25fo  ^f  lambs  contracted.  Fev.f  early  cattle  sales.  Labor  situa¬ 
tion  uncha^nged.  Insect  situation  anchanged. 

TETON:  C'^ntinued  dry  v/cather  has  hastened  harvesting,  also  caused  further  de¬ 
preciation  of  spring  wheat  crop  by  10%.  Spring  wheat  harvest  gettin 

started  in  eastern  part  of  county.  Winter  wheat  harvest  about  J)0%  completed  with 

yields  running  from  15  to  35  bushels  per  acre.  Indications  '^re  that  spring  wheat 
will  probably  run  a  little  light<^r  per  bushel  this  year  in  some  are-as.  Wild  hay¬ 
ing  about  25%  completed,  with  better  than  normal  crop.  Livestock  continue  in  ex¬ 
cellent  condition.  Sleeping  sicknOss  in  horses  more  prevalent  than  any  time  in 
past  with  3-  Cases  reported  .at  present  time. 

TOOLE:  Hot  and  dry.  Early  seeded  spring  wheat,  and  winter  wheat,  in  f.airly  good 

shape.  L-ate  seeded  crops  dama.ged  considerably  by  hot  v/eather  and  it  is 

thought  that  damage  would  be  at  least  A.11  livestock  in  excellent  shape. 

Stockment  still  putting  up  hay  and  there  will  be  more  feed  in  the  county  than  any. 
year  for  past  ten  years.  Farmers  experiencing  difficulty  in  getting  men  who  are 
experienced. 

VALLEY :  Past  week  warm  to  hot,  calm  and  clear  mos/tly.  Hoppers  still  coming  into 

county,  particularly  in  northern  end.  Reports  of  considerable  damage 
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"being  done,  also  reports  of  damage  by  rust  in  northern  half  of  county.  Harvesting, 
getting  well  under  v/ay.  V/heat  running  from  4  to  20  bushels.  Pew  fields  ahaudoned 
due  to  hoppers  and  some  hail.  V/heat  -veighing  from  35  to  6l  lbs.  Beets  look  good; 
bluejoint  haying  nearing  comnletion.  Humber  of  cases  of  losses  of  horses  from 
sleeping  sickness  being  reported. 

i/::P-A.'TLAl'/D :  ^Weather  conditions  hot,  no  rain.  Growing  conditions  generally  goo'd. 

Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  reported  to  have  started  insome  parts  of 
county.  Ho  cron  damage  reported  due  to  grasshoppers.  Quite  a  number  of  farmers 
and  ranchers  report  sleeping  sickness  among  horses  with  ouite  a  loss  already  and 
many  more  having  the  sickness. 

'//I3AUX:  Ho  precipitation.  Weather  hot.  Harvesting  in  full  swing.  Seme  operators 

have  completed  harvesting.  Combining  has  started,  threshing  will  com¬ 
mence  next  v/eek.  Yields  so  far  reported  have  been  from  3  "to  11  bushels  of  No.  1 
wheat.  Grasshopper  damage  going  to  be  larger  than  anticipated.  A.  high  wind 
August  2nd  blew  down  a  large  number  of  heads  of  wheat,  due  to  grasshopper  injury. 
Grasshoppers  beginning  to  damage  corn  seriously.  Some  hopper  damage  on  ranges  also 
reported.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

"iLLLOWSTONE:  Trace  of  moisture.  Clear  not  days  with  cool  nights.  Second  cutting 

hay  put  up  and  harvesting  of  grain  crops  in  full  swing.  Dryland 
farmers  on  south  side  report  yields  of  from  25  to  5^'  bushels  of  wheat  per  acre. 

Corn  and  beans  in  excellent  s'nape.  Purple  top  still  very  serious  in  potatoes  and 
quite  a.  few  fields  have  been  given  their  second  spraying  tnis  week.  Crickets  still 
very  bad  on  Lockv/ood  Flats  and  other  parts  of  south  side.  Tin  barrier  and  oil 
still  being  used  very  effectively.  Livestock  in  good  condition.  Surplus  of  labor. 


T-  J.  Kuz.elka,  'Jr.  A.gr.  Statistician.  Jay  G*  Diamond,  Sr.  •'Igr.  Statistician. 

Helena,  Montana 
-  iiugast  ID,  1935 


This  ina'p  sho^'s  the  percentage  of  normal  precipitation  that 
has  occurred  in  Montana  during  the  fii'st  four  months^  April  to 
July,  inclusive,  of  the  1938  crop  grov^/ing  season. 


The  upper  of  each  typed  pair  of  figures  indicates  the  actual 
amount  of  precipitation  that  occurred  in  that  respective  area 
during  the  period  April  to  July;  the  lower  figure  of  the 
indicates  the  normal  precipitation  for  the 


f igure 
same  period. 


pair 


Percentage  lines  are  drawn  for 
per  cent,  and  for  each  additional 


eanh  10  per 
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cent  up  to  100 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  0?  AGRICULTURE 
Euroaa  of  Agricultural  Economics - Weather  Buroan 


EEPOUT  OF  V/EATHER  AMD  CROP  C0NDIT20NS  IN  MONTANA 

Fcr  the  Y/eek  Eadiag  Tuesday,  August  16, 1938., 


/ssuBd  joinify  by  iho  Cureau  /Jgriou/furcl  Economics  end  the  Waafhor  Eoi*Cctt^ 
Oflicos:  Fcderai  Cffico  Duildtngi  Hc/enag  Montano* 
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I  •  «  9  %  4  t  •  9-4^  4.4-9,9  9  4  4-9  49-9  9  9  99  9  9^9.--49^  9  9  m 

Miyed  weather  conditions  I'-revailed  Tur'ing  the  week .  The  average  tempera¬ 
ture  was  oelow  normal,  a,s  tne  extremely  warm  condit  ons  during  the  first  half  of 
the  week  when  highest  temperatures  of  the  season  occurred,  were  more  than  offset 
by  the  unseasenaoly  cool  weather  that  followed  during  the  last  half.  Tempera¬ 
tures  of  100°,  or  higher,  were  recorded  at  Glendive  and  Miles  City  on  tiie  11th 
and  12th,  as  compared  with  maximum  rea.dings  of  only  72'  at  these  stations  on  the 
15th.  Light  to  heavy  showers  occurred  generally,  and  resulted  in  the  greatest 
weekly  average  preciritation  since  the  week  ending  July  5‘th.  Heaviest  ra.infall 
was  reported  from  tiie  eastern  third  of  the  State,  where  ameunts  ranged  from  l/2 
up  to  1  1/4  inches. 

Showers  slowed  up  haying,  harvesting,  and  threshing  'Operations,  but  im¬ 
proved  soil  conditions  for  fall  plowing  and  seeding,  and  benefited  late  growing 
wneat  and  feed  crops,  corn,  gardens,  and  alfalfa.  V/ild  haying  and  harvesting 
of  winter  gra.ins  is  well  advanced  to  having  been  finished,  while  cutting  of  the 
second  crop  of  alfalfa  and  harvesting  of  spring  wheat  and  other  late  spring  grain, 
Wiiich  nas  ueen  maturing  rapidly  '^f  late,  varies  from  barely  started  insome  of  the 
late  areas  to  going  into  full  swing  in  others. 

Early  threshed  grain  has  produced  varying  yields.  Winter  wheat  has  been 
mostly  of  good  yield  and  quality.  Spring  wheat  and  other  spring  grain  yield  and 
grade  have  declined  as  harvest  progressed,  particularly  in  the  northeastern  dis¬ 
tricts  as  a  result  of  rust  and  grassno 'ppr  damage  and  forced  early  cutting. 
Irrigated  crops  have  yielded  well,  altiiough  reduced  to  s^me  extent  in  tne  grass- 
hcpoer  and  rust  districts.  Stock  water  and  irrigation  supplies  have  held  up  well, 
except  for  seme  shortage  of  the  latter  in  Gallatin  and  Sanders  Counties.  Sugar 
beets  have  made  considerable  recovery  from  webworra  dam.a.ge  and  most  of  the  crop  is 
reported  in  an  excellent  condition.  Potatoes  are  poor  in  the  southern  d.istricts 
because  of  blight.  Some  spraying  has  been  done  to  protect  the  crop,  but  many 
fields  will  not  mak^  more  than  a  third  of  a  crop.  Frosts  on  the  oth  caused  dam¬ 
age  to  tender  garden  stuff  and  about  25fc  loss  of  potatoes  in  northern  Flathead 
County,  picking  of  early  varieties  of  applas  is  'onderway  in  Carbon  County. 

Pastures  continued  short  in  some  extreme  i?festern  counties,  but  ranges 
remained  good  generally  v;itn  grass  mostly  cured  rand  adequate  for  fall  and  winter 
feeding  needs.  Showers  were  helpful  generally.  Grasshoppers  are  damaging  seed 
alfalfa  fields  in  the  east  as  well  as  gardens  and  corn.  Corn  has  been  making 
good  progress  of  late,  but  it  has  been  necessary  to  cut  some  before  ears  formed 
to  avoid  further  loss  by  grasshoppers.  Sheep  and  cattle  continue  in  fine  condi¬ 
tion,  althougix  a  little  thinning  has  occurred  in  some  districts  because  of  in¬ 
sect  annoyance.  Sleeping  sickness  among  horses,  while  more  widespread  than  at 
any  time  this  year,  a.s  well  -as  in  recent  yea.rs,  is  reported  declining  in  Dawson 
County.  Contracting  of  lambs  cantinues  with  some  counties  reported  contracted 
UP  to  pCgpercent. 

_ TEtl?lB.4TUPE  MID  P ? FCI?IT4TICiT  DAJA,  //EZK  ENDING  AUGUST  I6,  1938 _ 
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1st  to  date 

Period  in  1937 

Bill ings 

97 

45 

0.64 

12.63 

6.95 

Bo  zeman 

9C 

4i 

* 

0.23 

10.5  s 

q.30 

Conrad 

* 

ik 

0.13 

9-33 

7-77 

Cut  Bank 

91 

44 

* 

0.32 

10 . 03 

6.51 

Fort  Peck 

96 

49 

* 

c .  s6 

7.97 

^•33 

Glendive 

102 

4s 

* 

1.24 

7.S6 

6.49 

Creat  Falls 

92 

42 

* 

0 . 4o 

10.76 

5.49 

Havre 

94 

52 

62 

0.36 

9. 88 

7.07 

HELENA 

93 

4q 

34 

0  56 

10.33 

5.16 

Kal ispell 

86 

44 

68 

0.39 

4.71 

5. 89 

L  evdst  own 

92 

4o 

0.33 

12.36 

6.66 

Mai  t  a 

97 

46 

0.09 

9  •  3^ 

6.60 

Miles  City 

IOC 

30 

76 

C.39 

7.42 

6.62 

Missoula 

92 

46 

6s 

C.21 

7.39 

3.6s 

P  opl a  r 

98 

46 

0.73 

10 . 34 

5-33 

Stanford 

* 

ak 

0 . 25 

13.62 

6 .  s4 

d^EHAGE 

0.47 

 9-69 

6.31 

*No  Data. 
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W.  E.  Maught?n,  Weather  Bureau. 

J''y  G.  Diamond,  Bureau  of  Agric.  Fconomics. 


!  The  following  summaries  of  crop  conditions  fo.r  the  week  ending  A.ugust  I3,  193S  are 
I  furnished  through  tne  courtesy  of  Director  J.  G*  Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension 
Service. 

3EAVEHHEAD :  No  precipitation,  hot  and  dry.  Eains  needed.  Still  haying  in  wild 
hay  districts.  Crops  in  good  condition. 

BIG  HORN :  Combining  of  winter  wheat  general,  spring  wheat  rinening  rapidly.  Valley 
i  crops,  doing  very  well,  beets  especially  making  good  progress.  Corn  also 

I  forging  ahead  after  a  late  start.  Potatoes  badly  affected  with  purple  top.  Second 
'  crop  of  alfalfa  nearly  up.  Eange  grass  ripening  and  seeding  of  depleted  acres 
taking  place.  Livestock  in  splendid  shape.  Cricket  control  being  carried  out  to 
protect  late  crops  and  alfalfa  seed  crops. 

BLA-INE :  One  good  shower  in  central  Part  of  County  Monday  night.  Harvesting  of 

wneat  started  in  all  communities,  deported  that  wheat  in  southern  part  of 
county  is  running  approximately  3O  to  4o  oushels  '^er  acre,  of  No.  1  wheat.  Sugar 
beets  and  potatoes  still  making  satisfactory  progress.  Livestock  and  range  in 
excellent  condition. 

CAE30N :  Light  showers  over  entire  county.  Cutting  of  grain  in  full  swing,  many 
fields  in  dry  lands  being  combine!  Vfith  yields  of  4c  bushels  reported. 
Second  cutting  alfalfa  put  up  in  many  sections.  A-lople  picking  of  early  varieties 
in  progress.  Bean  ^'rop  beginning  to  ripen  with  first  harvest  in  ten  days  to  two 
weeks.  Purple  Top  on  potatoes  has  affected  greater  number  of  fields  in  county, 
and  it  is  thought  the  crop  will  be  very  short.  Tomato  crop  also  affected  by 
purple  top.  Threshing  of  sm'^11  grains  iunder  way.  Livestock  conditions  .  excellent . 
Encephalomyelitis  being  reported  in  various  sections,  with  some  losses. 

C  A.SC  APE  :  precipitation  delayed  harvesting.  Winter. wheat  yielding  I5  to  U5  bushels. 

Spring  wheat  harvest  Just  starting,  -'ields  disappointing.  Livestock  con¬ 
ditions  good.  No  insect  damage. 

CUSTER  -  POTOEi  EIVEE :  Grain  crop  harvest  practically  ^ver,  both  on  irrigat^'d  end 

dry  land.  Yields  reported  better  than  average.  Second 
cutting  alfalfa  in  stack.'  Alfalfa  left  for  seed  showing  good  set  but  damaged  some 
by  grasshoppers.  Stacking  of  wild  hay  continues  where  flooded  .earlier  in  season 
with  yields  close  to  a  ton  per  acre.  Spraying  of  potatoes  affected  with  purple 
.  top  aboutcomplete .  Sugar  beets  and  ether  irrigated  crops  good.  ■  Water  supply  from 
Tongue  River -a-mpl  e .  Ea,nge  stock  gaining  alth'^ugh  grass  is  d,ry.  W<a.ter  .still 
sufficient.  Sleeping  sickness  •in  h’^rses  reported  in  most  localities  with 
occasional  losses.  _  . 

DANIELS ■  Approximately  .I3  incn  precipitation  in.  some  parts  of  county.  Slight 

hail  damage  reported  in  some  secti'^ns.  Harvesting  small  grains  well 
under  way.  Large  percentage  of  grain  being  harvested  will  b.e.  light  due  to  rust. 
Livestock  conditions  remain  good. 

DAWSON :  Showers  and  hottest  temperatures  of  year  alternated  during  week.  Over 

100^  maximum.  Cutting  of  gra.in  continues,  some  comoines  running.  Yields 
about  5  bushels.  Corn  continues  to  look  good,  but  hop-^er  damage  to  grain  evident. 

No  change  in  livestock  conditions.  Sleeping  sickness  apparently  slackened.  Flies 
bad.  Eange  good,  but  hoppers  cutting  considerable  grass.  Hopper  situation  con¬ 
tinues  unchanged.  ■  •  .  ■ 

FALL ON  -  CARTER:  .precipitation  .03  inch.  Another  week  will  see  most  of  grain 

harvest  complete  in  Fallon  County.  Yields  reported  indicate 
that  rust  and  hoppers  have  caused  serious  damage.  I'':any  fields  of  spring  whe.at 
grading  very  light  in  test  weight.  Livestock  generally  ingood  condition.  Sleeri- 
ing  sickness  in  horses  being  reported  d.aily. 

FFRGUS :  Hot,  dry  weather.  Binders  have  been  in  field  for  last  week.  Comoining 

starting  in  most  sections  and  will  be  in  full  swing  witnin  a  week.  Yields 
Per  a.cre  varying  quite  widely  in  f ew  .scattered  reports  of  yields  from  10  to  4o 
bushels  of  winter  wheat.  Too  fe’’'  fields  finisned  to-  know'  what  general  average  might 
be.  Some  shriveling  may  have  been  caused  fo  late  spring  wheat  bv  hot  weather,  but 
weather  has  been  generally  benef  i.c ial .  to  v.'heat  as  a  ’''hole  as  it  helped  cut  dcvm 
moisture  and  speed  up  combining.  Considerable  -interpst  in  wheat  loans,  ^nd  crop 
insurance.  Gras  shop  "'ers  have  moved  into  northeastern  corner  of  county,  in  Roy  and 
VaJentine  section..,.  Little  probability  of  cro-D  damage  as  ever  half  of  grain  is  in 
.  shock,  balance  will  be  combined  during  coming- week. 

FLATHEAD :  Warm  days,  cool  nights.  Ere st  Monday  night  killed  most  tender  garden 

crops  in  northern  half  of  county,  damaged  pot a,tpes- .about  25^-  H.arvest 
of  small  grains  in  full  swing.  Crop  yields  characterized, by  no  extremely  low 
yields,  due  largely  to  local  shovrers  ' where  yields  in  other,  y.ears. have  been  lowest, 
pastures  short,  milk  production  dropping  off very .  markedly .  4ange  livestock  in 
g"od  condition. 


(Continued  on  page  2.) 
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G-ALLA.T IN :  Co'^ler,  -nartly  cloudy.  One  or  two  local  shawers  delayed  harvesting. 

Grain  harvest  continues  at  ton  sneed, hinders  for  soring  grain  and  com- 
gines  for  fall  grain.  Seed  pea  harvest  well  under  way,  a.s  ^*7011  as  canning  nea 
harvest.  Irrigation  v/ater  from  Gallatin  River  now  reduced  to  extent  that  three 
of  larger  later  water  rights  have  Deen  shut  cff. 

GA.FJIZLD  -  PETROLEUM::  Trace  of  nrec ipitat ion .  Harvesting  in  full  swing  and  large 

nercent  y'f  wheat  has  been  cut  witn  .ffiow^ers ,  binders  or 
headers.  Some  yields  reported  from  3  to  2C  bushels.  Main  horde  of  grasshoppers 
are  reported  in  ’,7innett  area.  Damage  in  Petroleum  County  undetermined.  Garfield 
County  at  least  ^Cfo  on  small  grains  with  exception  of  Blh'ckfoot  area  where  Dinding 
v/as  done  before  the  migration.  Gardens  and  alfalfa  se-ed  practically  a  total  loss. 
Hoppers  continue. to  do  some  damage  to  corn  and  late  wheat  not  harvested.  Livestock 
in  go odconiit ion  but  range  drying  fast.  Continued  reports  of  sleeping  sickness, 
with  some  loss  occurring. 

GL  A.C  TEH  :  No  precipitation.  rtarm  and  windy  most  of  week.  Grain  ripening  fast. 

Few  starting  to  harvest  spring  wheat.  Winter  wheat  mostly  harvested  ■ 
in  eastern  part  ofcounty.  Fev^  reports  of  grasshoppers,  v^ry  little  damage.  Live-  ■ 
stock  in  excellent  shape. 

HILL :  precipitation  .73  inches,  warm  and  dry  most. of  week.  Several  combines 
started  work,  some  yields  completed.  Yields  on  summer  fallow  IS  to  25 
bushels,  weight  52  to  62,  .mostly  over  5S •  Protein  mostly  from  l4  to  l6,  although 
range  of  11  to  17.54.  Farmers  paying  strict  attention  to  getting  crop  ha.rvested. 
Ranges  good,  lots  of  ergot  in  wheatgrass.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition. 

JUDITH  BA.SIN :  Precipitation  lignt  and  scattered.  Temperature  moderate  to  high. 

Harvesting  getting  in  full  swing  vvitn  winter  wheat  going  from  I5 
to  4^  bushelsi  A.11  crops  ripening  rapidly.  A.11  typ^s  of  hepvesting  implements 
oeing  ased.  Haying  still  , in  progress.  ■CriG''7^et  compaign  closed.  Grasshoppers 
doing  some  d.emage,  but  not  noticeable.  Livestock  ingood  sha^ie  on  -'enge,-  lots  of 
feed  in  prospect  for  winter.  Shortage  of  stock  cattlei  sheep,  a.nd  hogs. 

LA.KE :  No  precipitation.  V/eather  .seasonabl  e .  Grain  and  hay  ha.rvest  in  full  swing. 

Hay  yields  somewhat  below  normal.  Potato  and  sugar  beets  making  satis-^ 
factory  grov/th.  Sufficient  irrigation  water  available  for  maturing  crops  under 
ditch.  Grasshoppers  and  crickets  laying  eggs.  No  damage  being  done  to  crops. 

LEWIS  f-  CL  AUK  -  BBOADWA.TF?. :  A.lmost  one  inch  of  precipitation.  Warmest  -weather  of 

summer  middle  of  week,  tapering  off  to  cool  at  end 
of  week.  Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  generallygooi  with  onlyshort  delays  on 
account  of  moisture.  Protein  seems  to  be  less  than  past  few  years  but  yields  con¬ 
siderably  higher.  Sec'rid  crop  alfalfa  being  harvested  on  irriaa.ted  lands.  Sugar 
beets  progressing  satisfactorily  with  limited  amount  of  sugar  beet  webworm  damage. 
Some  cases  of  sleeping  .sickness  in  horses..  Some  vaccinating  for  this  disease 
being  done. 

IvIALISCN  -  -JEFFERSON :  Showers  Wednesday,  heavier  in  southern  part  of  'county.  ■  Grow¬ 
ing  conditions  good.  Hot  most  of  v/eek.  Better  crops  than 
usual  in  00th  Madison  -and  Jefferson  counties.  Harvesting  winter  wheat  and  peas. 
Spring  wheat  coming  in  good  shape.  Considerable  hay  in  stack  and  more  being  put  up 
Livestock  in  gord  condition.  -Abundance  of  good  grass.  Little  damage  from  insects. 

MEAGHER :  Qne  excellent  rain.  Temperatures  a  little  higher,  not  extreme.  Har¬ 

vesting  progressing  satisfactorily .  Some  sraa.ll  gra.in  burning  on  dry 
land.  Average  yields  rem.ain  more  premising  than  previous  years.  Livestock  con¬ 
ditions  excellent.  Country  buyi’ng  negative.  Man/’  cases  of  sleeping  sickness  in 
horses  reported.  Very-  little  insect  damage  during  week. 

MISSOULA :  V/arm  and  bright  first  of  week,  cloud’/  and  cool  last  part.  Harvesting 

of  small-  grains  infull  swing.  Yields  fair  to  good.  Threshing  starting. 
Second  crop  alfalfa  still  being  cut.  '  Sugar  beets  recovering  from  webworm  d.^mage 
and  making  good  growth.  Potatoes  growing  well.  Good  crop  is  in  Prospect.  Ranges 
and  pastures  in  good  condition. 

i-rUSSEL SHELL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY:  No  precipitation,  high  t empera turps ,  hot  winds. 

Harvest  in  full  swing.  Winter  wheat  yields  reported 
very  good.  Livestock  in  good  condition. ■  Sleeping  sickness  still  taking  serious 
toll  among  horses.  Ranchers  trying  every  possible  wav  to  save  as  many  as  possible. 

PARK :  V/arm.  Hot  drying  winds  fast  -ripening  grain.  Spring  wheat  and  barley  har¬ 
vest  lunder  way.  Some  second,  crop ;  alfalfa  being  cut  and  stacked.  Cattle 
fattening  on  eured  range.  About  a,  dozen  horses  attacked  with  encephalom/T-elitis  in¬ 
county.  Some  mcvfment  of  cattle  to  market.  About  ^C<fo  of  lambs  contracted. 


(continued  on  Page  3.) 
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PHILLIPS :  Light  local  showers.  Warm,  growing  conditions  good.  Harvest  of  grain 
crops  well  onder  way  by  binders  and  combines.  Yields  renorted  thus  far 
indicate  tha.t  production  for  county  will  be  considerably  less  than  anticipated 
earlier.  Harvested  grain  running  light  because  of  rust  damage.  Considerable  grass¬ 
hopper  damage  alreai.  done  and  serious  damage  being  done  to  late  crops.  Jigrating 
nopp'=rs.  still  moving  intc  county.  Livestock  conditions  good.  ITo  further  reports 
of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses. 

POlIDEIiA. :  Heavy  shower  Monday.  Consiieraole  green  heavy  wheat  drying  green,  causing 

shrinkage.  Winter  wheat  samples  coming  in  a.t  62  to  63  lbs.  Few  reports 
of  52  to  33  lbs.  of  spring  wheat,  dark  and  h^rd.  Fev'  yields  running  '59  bushels,  out 
great  manj.'  will  drop  to  39  c^r  even  20  bushels  on  later  seeded,  crons.  Considerable 
oats  and  barley  bound,  and  some  ' 'heat  whererer  binders  were  available.  Oatsand 
barley,  from  feed  stand'n':'int ,  will  probably  be  hoaviest  crop  for  many  yerors. 

Reported  yields  of  barley  are  as  high  as  59  busnels.  Oats  will  unquestionably  run 
in  neighborhood  of  79  busnels.  Mustard  crop  indicates  heaviest  yield  since  1928, 
is  lodging  considerably  because  of  the- weight  atid  rain.  ^astares  curing  will 
furnisn  a.bundant  v/int^r  feed.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  widespread. 

PRA.IHIE :  Ho  precipitation  of  c''nsequence .  Hot  and  dry.  Cron  yields  not  coming  up 
tc  expectations.  G-rashoppers  doing  lots  ''f  damage  everv  day.  Rust  on 
later  wheat  is  shrinking  the  crop.  Ho-'-^ers  have  moved  in  on  corn  an-d  some  farmers 
have  cut  and  shocked  it.  Flies  bad  on  stock,  but  the]^  are  holding  their  own.  I^any 
reports  of  sleeping  sickness  «f  horses. 

RICHLAHL :  Serious  hail  storm  hit  low-  r  end  of  irrigated  project  Monday,  covering 

approximat ely  six  miles  between  Savage  and  Sidney.  Corn  and.  beet 
fields  greatly  damaged.  Many  corn  fields  will  not  recover  and  ti  is  estimated 
the  loss  on  beets  will  be  from 'three  to  five  tons  .per  acre.  Other  portions  of 
co'Juty  received  scattered  shcweps.  A.11  grain  field.s  in  valley  are  harvested  and 
many  are  thresning.  Yields  running  20  to  25  bushels  on  wheat  with  yields  on  oats 
being  less  than  10  bushels  and  up  to  4g  'Dushels.  Yi^^ld  reports  from  various  places 
in  dryland  where  fields  are  combined  are  ranging  from  4  to  6  bushels  with  some 
fields  averaging  10  bushels.  Estimate  that  yield  through,  county  on  oasis- of  seeded 
acreage  of  wheat  will  not  average  over  5  o'u.shels.  llomber  of  potato  fields  in 
vallej^  being  affected  by  purple  top  whicn  will  redace  yield  to,  some  extent.  Ranges 
in  good  condition.  No  marketing  of  livestock  to  date..  Grasshoppers  still  doing 
damage,  particularly  to  corn  and  other  cr'i'ps  not  yet  harA^ested,. 

ROOSEVELT :  Weather  warm  with  showers  scattered  over  county  on  8th.  Generally 
favorable  for  ha.rvesting.  Yield,  and  grade  of  spring  wh^at  lower  as 
harvest  continues  due  to  rust  and  grasshopper  damage.  Cons idera.ble '  5O  to  52  lb. 
wheat  !De-:.ng  ha.rvested.  Estimated  over  lE^  abandonment.  Corn  being  damaged  by 
hoppers  to  some  extent.  Livestock  situation  unchanged.  Some  demand  for  restocking. 

ROSEBUD :  Temperature  a  bove  normal  most  of  week.  Light  shov/e  earl.y  in  week.  Harvest 
of  dry  land  grain  rapidly  drawing  to  cl®se.  Irrigated  grain  mostly  cut 
and  threshing  under  way.  ,  Second  cutting  alfalfa  mostly  in  stack.  Grasshoppers 
continue  to  da  considerable  damage  to  alfalfa  seed  cvo^  and  to  gardens.  No  live¬ 
stock  sales  reported. 

S,4NDEBS  :  ivio  precipitation,  growing  c'^nditions  ver'*  ppor  on  accoiint  of  low  moisture. 

■Winter  wheat  thresi.ing  general,  fair  yield  and  high  quality.  Most  spring 
grain  in  shock  with  low  yield  on  account  of  drought.  Harvesting  second  cutting 
hay  completed  with  short  crop.  Potatoes  poor  on  dry  land.  A.11  crops  need  rain 
badly.  Shortage  of  irrigation  water.  Grasshoppers  in  scattered  areas  but  causing 
little  damage.  Livestock  in  verygood  condition.  Fat  lambs  going  to  Chicago  markets. 

SHER IIJA.N :  Scattered  showers  throughout  county.  Some  hail  damage  reported  in 

northeast  part.  High  temperatures.  No  apparent  changes  in  crop  condi¬ 
tions.  Raie  to  damage  from  grasshoppers  and  rust  it  appears  tha.t  about  a  third  of 
the  anticipated  crop  will  be  harvested.  Much  of  the  wheat  is  very  light  and  many 
fields  will  not  be  harvested. 

SWEET  GRA.SS :  Precipitation  .12.  Grain  ripening  rapidly.  Second  cutting  hay  starting. 

Vfinter  grains  in  shock.  Early  spring  grains  now  beinn  cut.  Threshing 
will  start  next  Aveek.  Cattle  -^ind  sheep  doing  well.  Estimated  that  390  horses  are  or 
nave  been  affected  with  encephalomyelitis,  estimated  25^  loss  to  date. 

TETON :  Spring  wheat  harvest  starting  in  eastern  part  of  county,  with  some  rather 

light  weight  wheat  appearing.  Test  weights  run  from  49  to  56  lbs.  Winter 
wheat  running  around  60  lbs.  per  bushel.  Spring  wheat  reported  yields  vary  from 
12  to  25  bushels.  Winter  whe.at  yields  I5  to  3O  bushels,  occasional  field  yields 
35  bushels.  Spring  wheat  harvest  will  not  start  generally  for  about  two  weeks. 
Considerable  swathing  of  crops  in  pendroy-Farmington  are.as .  Wild  haying  about  half 
done . 


('Continued  '^n  ^age  4.) 


C our.t.7  s  j-inyn'  r ies  of  cro'o  ocndit  ions  for  the’  week  endiRrO  A-U/rust  13 .  I93S'  -  Fa^e  U . 

TC'"13 :  Consider.'^ble  ia^hS^e  -^ast  tv/o  weeks  to  whe^t  yields,  from  shriveling.  Com¬ 

bining  will  start  general!:/  next  week.  First  yields  not  extremely  high, 
and  T/heat  generally  is  of  53  55  los.  in  spring  wheat.  Winter  wheat  has  heen 

weighing  es  high  es  63  or  64  Its.  and  is  generally  in  good  shene.  Cattle  and  sheep 
in  good  condition.  A.'bout  2CC  horses  hove  slee-ninv  sickness,  losses  around  20fo- 
Disease  is  particularly  trying  in  Sweetgrass  Hills  -^rea,  where  they  Imve  the  largest 
hay  crop  in  many  years  and  fewer  horses.- 

VA.1LEY :  Harvesting  in  full  swing.  Fields  turning  very  ranidly.  Horners  still 

doing  damage.  'Number  of  fields  ahandoned  due  to  damage  ty  honoers  and 
rust.  Yields  running  much  lov/er  than  exnected,  wheat  weighing  out  very  light. 

Much  harvesting  done  with  hinders  and  windrower.  In  northern  -oortion,  grain  being 
cut  green.  Sugar  heets  looking  good.  Fe-norts  of  some  demage  by  grasshonners . 
Livestock  lost  some  weiaht  due  t"^  flies  end  mos-.  uitoes,  but  looking  good.  Present 
outlook  is  -olenty  of  feed  with  small  amount  of  stock  to  feed  it  to.  Some  inquiries 
to  where  stock  might  be  purchased. 

WHEAT LAIiD :  Continued  warm  weather  with  light  shower  middle  of  week.  Ceneral  grow¬ 
ing  conditions  continue  good  in  all  parts  of  county.  Harvesting  of 
v.'inter  wheat  in  full  swing  in  southern  portion.  No  great  damage  to  crons  reported 
due  to  grasshoppers.  P'urple  top  causing  som.e  damage  to  potatoes.  Sleeping  sick¬ 
ness  in  horses  still  reported  in  all  parts  of  county  witn  some  loss. 

WIHA.UX :  precipitation  at  Wioaux,  .20,  northern  nart  .75>  southern  nart  .35*  V/eather 

hot.  Combining  and  threshi  .g  in  full  swing.  Average  yields  n^'or  due 
principally  t^  grasshopper  damage,  which  will  be  Gcfo,  and  rust  will  take  another  ICHo* 
Majority  of  yields  from  3  ^0  7  oushels.  Nearly  all  of  No.  1  quality.  ’Very  small 
percentage,  if  any,  of  corn  v/ill  develon  ears  because  of  hooper  damage.  Most  corn 
will  be  cut  as  soon  as  -nossicle. 

YELLOWSTONE :  Precipitation  .10  inch.  Hot  days,  cool  nights.  Harvesting  of  fall 

■  grains  in  full  swing.  High  yields  reported  in  piacticallyall  parts 
of  county.  Corn,  beets  and  beans  in  excellent.  Some  farmers  report  comolete  loss 
of  potato  fields  from  purpjle  ton,  others  getting  fair  results  with  lime  sulphur 
spray.  Cricket  inf est-^tion  slowing  down.  Outbreak  of  sleeping  sickness  among 
horses  re-oorted.  Many  fa-rmers  losing  horses  -^nd  otners  renort  horses  sick  but  not 
serious,  ether  livestock  in  good  condition.  Bange  grass  good.  Surnlus  of  la.bor. 


J^y  G-  Diamond,  Sr.  Agr .  Statistician. 
T-  J.  Kuzelka,  Jr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
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REFOIIT  OF  WEAl’HFR  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTA^ 

For  'ilie  V/cek  En  iiag  Tuesday,  Asigust  23*  lv38., 


hsusd jointly  by  tho  Curenu  o'>  f.gricaiturai  Economics  and  ibe  Wsaiher  Barani^- 
OHicos:  FedopaJ  Of/ico  DuiUing,  HclonOg  ^ontancu 

coder  weather  ard  1  i.rht  scattered  sncwers  a.lon^  with  the  more  r:enerous 
raixifal'  of  the  ■'recedinr  ve-ek  have  resulted  in  oetter  fillina:  of  late  maturing 
grams  as  wel].  as  improved  growth  of  feed  crcos  and  pastures.  Eelow  normal  tem¬ 
peratures  prevailed  most  cf  the  wee'-',  and  v;ere  accomuanied  bp  light  frosts  v'ith 
slight  da.nage  to  gardens  in  snattered  localities  on  the  19th,  and  by  a  little 
snow  on  the  higher  mountains. 

Shov'ers  again  caused  some  int  erruntion  to  harvesting,  thr<=shin''',  ■^nd  having 
o'oerations,  Dut  generally  to  a  lecgr^  extent  tn^'n  during  th'"  ■nrecefj.ina’  wppk.  De¬ 
lay  in  harvesting  caused  some  over-rinening  'f  grain  and  seme  hrealcing  down, 
drall  g'rains  have  rinened,  excent  in  a  few  north-central  PToas,  and  harvesting  is 
rmorted.  from  ha.lf  done  to  completed.  Gomoining  h^-s  been  more  dele-yed.  then  "bind¬ 
ing  and  heading  largely  oeco-usp  cf  lodged  conditions  and  weed  growth.  Dryland 
harvesting  is  moi’e  advanced  tiian  irrigated,.  Tnresliing  is  nroc ending  in  all  sec¬ 
tions;  much  has  heen  coninle ted,.  '.Vinter  wheat  •^nd.  sem'-*  early  siorini;  wheat  are 
reioortaa  making  good  yields.  Much  of  the  sioring  whe.at  in  northeastern  and  other 
a,rf-as  is  of  lighter  yi^ld  th-^n  earlier  exupcted,  and.  test  weignts  so  far  have 
oeen  mostly  lower  than  normal,  iiany  late  seedn-d  fields  neve  "b'^en  entirely  aban¬ 
doned,  in  tiiis  area.  In  yichland  Gountjp  it  is  estimated  that  seme  yields  have 
been  reduced  oy  rust  and  grasshenoer  damage.  Wit'n  annro.ach  cf  the  winter 

wnea.t  seeding  season,  renorts  indiC'  te  rn'stl'"  excellent  moisture  conditions  in 
summerfallowed  ground  in  central  districts,  but  poorer  conditions  in  tne  extreme 
northwest.  Plantings  are  ex-ntcted  t^  be  reduced  materially  in  the  Flatnead  dis¬ 
trict  unless  good  ra.ins  occur  tnere  within  th''  next  six  w-'eks.  Be^'ts  have-  "been 
■orogrescing  nicely.  Cool  v/e-ither  na.s  slowed  the  growth  of  corn,  and  may  result 
in  some  soft  grain,  nruch  is  ueing  cut  for  fodder  with  yields  reoorted  very  good. 
Pet  ;toes  continue  poor  in  southern  d.istricts  oecause  of  blight,  and  are  I'^te  and 
in  need  of  a  longer  than  usual  growing  se.ca.son  for  maturing  in  some  other  sections. 
Ecarly  e:tatoes  arc-  being  dug.  Gardens  are  mostlA'-  good  exceot  w'here  severely  dam¬ 
aged  by  grasshcnriers  in  ea.stern  districts.  The  ■npa  "harvest  has  oeen  comnleted 
witn  normal  yields. 

Gcnsideraole  v/ild  hay  and  S'^nond  cron  alfalfa  rema.ins  to  be  harv-^sted,  --al¬ 
though  cutting  is  oein-;'  rushed  as  much  as  possible.  Second  cutting  of  alfalfa  is 
snort  in  nerth'-rn  districts,  -^nd  growtn  of  muen  cf  tn^  new  seedings  has  "been  des- 
troyed  op  grasshonpers  in  the  no.rt"aea.st .  New  plantings  -^re  underwa.y. 

Hancres  a.re  generally  in  excellent  condition  v..ith  airiplc  feed  and  water  for 
all  livestock.  Cooler  weatnor  nas  ucen  .acre  favorable  for  livestock,  reducing 
insect  annoyance , and  assisting  in  the  treatment  end  in  checking  the  spread  of 
sleeping  sic"''’:riess  among  horses.  Addition-l  losses  cf  horses  nave  oeen  ronorted. 
Infection  has  arnountrd  to  one-tnird  cf  t.ie  'horse  ncoiul^’tion  in  sem-^-  souths  •’stern 
counties,  wuth  only  of  r^'covery.  "'/accination  of  liors-^^s  aga,ins^  t'he  disease 

continues.  Insect  damage  is  definitely  on  the  decline  a.nd  cricket  'barri'^rs  are 
being  removed  in  some  districts. 

_ TEMPER ,4TTJkE  AND  PPEG  IPIl  A.TION  D.4TA_,  WPBK  ENDING  AUC/JST  23.  1938 _ 

Sunsnine  Total  Precipitation 

Temperature  ",  of  This  Prom  4nril  For  Corresnonding 


St-’t  ion 

Highast 

L'''''nstJ:"^ 

ssi  0]  e 

No  ek 

st  to  date 

n^^ried  in  1937 

Bill  i  no,' s 

92 

111 

* 

C.25 

12.88 

6.95 

Bozeman 

35 

39 

* 

0 . 4p 

10.9s 

9  •  90 

Conrad 

* 

* 

* 

Q.CU 

9-39 

7.77 

Cut  Bank 

SO 

35 

5k 

0.09 

10.12 

6 .  el 

Fort  peck 

9C 

Us 

5k 

0  .02 

7.99 

^.33 

Glendive 

94 

4- 

=k 

0.09 

7-9S 

6.51 

5.49 

Great  Falls 

&5 

4n 

0.24 

11.0c 

Havre 

8S 

44 

7S 

C.28 

10.16 

7-1^^ 

HELENA 

S3 

42 

72 

0.24 

1C.  77 

5.16 

Kal isnell 

so 

4o 

66 

0.16 

4.87 

5.96 

Lewd st own 

S6 

34 

* 

0.16 

12.52 

6.66 

Malta 

90 

Uo 

.  06 

9 . 4C' 

6.60 

Miles  City 

92 

46 

82 

C.22 

■4 

6.69 

Missoula 

qo 

.y  - 

44 

c8 

0.19 

,s 

3.69 

Roplar 

31 

^1 

* 

0.02 

1C .  36 

5-33 

Stanford 
Average _ 

* 

5k 

0.08 
c  .16 

13-70 

9.84 

6.84 

6.3^ 

*No  Data. 


V(.  E-  ma.ughan,  leather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Bur.  Of  A.gri-  Economics. 
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Co'L^-nty  suinm'a.r i e s  of  cr conditions  for  the  week  endin^^  A.ufflist  27 »  19 3 ^  “  Pai':^e  U. 

fields  will  not  he  harvested  due  to  rust  and  grasshopper  damage-  Much  light 
weight  •  wheat,  has  been  harvested.  No  kil  ling  frosts  to  date.  .  No  change  in  live¬ 
stock  or,  labor  situations. 

STILLWA.TEH:  Cooler,  .I3  inch  -precipitation.  Crop  conditions  continue  favorable. 

Cooler  Y/eather  and  small  amount  of  moisture  fiivorable  for  filling 
of  late  seeded  grain.  Estimated  that  harvesting  is  more  than  half  coiirpleted. 

Sugar  beets  in  Columbus  .  .-area  look  good  but  there  will  be  considerably  l.ess  than 
normal  yield  in  park  City  area.  Insects  not  doing  any  dara'--ge  to  speak  of.  Live¬ 
stock  in  good  condition.  ,,  Lajiib  market  rather  quiet,  little  movement  of  cattle  to 
market.  No  surplus  of  I'-’bor. 

SWEETGFlAS S :  V/eather  varied,  partly  cool  ^’iid  cloudy,  partly  hot  and  clear  with 

cool  nights.  Frost  reported  in  hills.  Local  showers  retarded  thresh¬ 
ing.  Precipitation  .13  inch.  Crop  conditions  good  for  alfalfa  and  corn.  Prac¬ 
tically  all  other  crops  matured.  Binding  -'nd  combining  of  late  crops  -under  cay. 
Threshing  of  earlier  crops  in  full  swing.  Good  :Yields  reported.  Livestock  in 
ir.junta,iiis  reported  in  excellent  shape.  Livestock  in  lower  hills  and  on  farms 
abo-ut  normal.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  still  severe.  Labor  sitioation  unchanged 

TETON :  No  precipitation.  Y/ecithcr  has  hastened  ripening  of  groin,  especially 

in  irrigated  sections.  Some  have  completed  harvesting  of  wheat  in  eastern 
part  of  county.  Tost  weignt  much  lo"fer  than  oxocet^d,  also  yields  are  not  running 
as  high  as  anticipated.  Harvesting  started  west  of  Choteau.  Grasshoppers  doing 
a  little  damage  to  flax.  Labor  supply  inadequate. 

TOOLE:  Good  weather  for  harvesting,  which  is  now  in  ful.l  swing.  .  Crops  turning 
but  better  than  expected,  yields  running  fropi  I5  to  30  bushels.  Some 
areas  averaging  out  better  than. .30  bushels.  Elevators  having  liggest  run  in  10 
years,  one  eleva,tor  reported  big^^est  day's  run  .in  2-1  years.  Cattle  and  sheep  in 
excellent  sha„pe  and  ra,nges  and  water  places  excellent.  Nc  marked  mevement  to 
market  as  yet . 

VALLEY :  Light  shower  in  nerthern  -nertion  fore  p^^rt  of  week,  delayed  combining  but 
net  encugi.  me  istp.re  to  do  any  g"'cd.  Fore  part  of  week  partially  cloudy 
and  cod,  latter  part  warm  to  hot.  Very  dry,  in  so;:ie  places  impossible  t^  plow. 
Harvesting  of  oats  and  wheat,  about  completed.  Nintrr  vaheat  in  western  por¬ 

tion  of  county  will  run  8  to  25  bushels,  averaging  around  10  to  12  bushels,  test 
weight  50  and  up,  mostly  grading  Nr.  1  and  2.  Scutnern  porticn  along  Milk  River, 
wneat  not  avercaging  quite  so  iiigh,  running  a  little  better  in  test  weight. 

Northern  and  eastern  -''ortions,  where  consider.’^bl-^  r -j-st  damage  was  done,  wheat  is 
rin-ining  as  low  as  36  po-onds,  most  of  it  not  .averaging  better  than  52  pounds. 

Many  fields  being  abandened  because  ''f  hopper  and  rust  damage.  In  nerthern  per- 
tion  of  county,  wheat  will  average  about  a  bushel  per  acre  seeded.  Will  be  very 
little  third  cutting  alfalfa  due  tc  hepper  daoiiage.  Blue  joint  haying  completed 
with  exception  of  a,  very  few.  Sugar  beets  lock  very  good.  Corn  only  fair.  Corn 
daiaagcd  by  hoppers.  Hoppers  do  ing  .very  littl'^'  damage  throughout  county  at  pre¬ 
sent,  still  h.ove  a  groat  number  which  ere  laying  eggs.  Renges  in  excellent 
conditions. 

WHEATLAND :  Weatner  cool  and  cloudy  witn  exception  of  tv7c  hot  days,  one  light  rain 
during  week.  Spring  wlieat  harvesting  hes  sterted.  Nc  damage  reported 
due  tc  i'nsects.  Few  cases -  of  sleeping  .  s ickness  in  horses  still  reported. 

WIBAtlX;  No  precipitation.  Weather  seasonal.  Nights  cod.  Threshing  just  oiout 
conploted.  Less  than  5  bushel  .overage  per  cere,  on  seeded  acres.  Aver¬ 
age  yields  very  low.  ZQPjo  of  wheat  grades  No.  1.  Grasshoppers  still  numerous  in 
fields.  There  will  undoubtedly  oe  enough  eggs  Icid  tais  fall  for  .a  hea -^y  infesta¬ 
tion  next  3/ear  if  conditions  are  favorable  for  nrppers.  Corn  improving  some  since 
last  week's  rains.  However,  yield  of  .-ears  will  be"very  low.  Range  being- des¬ 
troyed  tc  some  extent  by  hoopers.  Livestock  in  very  good’ conditicii.  .Some  feeder 
steers  sold  direct  tc  feeders. 

YELLOWSTCNE;,  Precipitation  .09  inch.  Weather  warm,  cool  nights..  Most  spring 

7  grain,  threshing  completed  with  better  than  average  yields  reported. 
Third  cutting  of  alfalfa  started.  Bean  harvest  under  way  with  sugar  beet  harvest 
scheduled  fer  last  of  September.  Sleepin,g  sickness  epidemic  subsided  tc  certain 
extent,  with  considerable  horses  dead.  ■  Other  livestock  in  good,  shape. 

*  >|c  *>*:+**  ^  He  4=  + 

,  "  V  Jeay  G*  Diamond,  Sr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
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middle  of  week.  Harvesting  and  threshing  in  full  swing,  yields  fair  to  good.  i 

Some  haying  in  progress.  Some  second  crop  alfalfa  yet  to  cat.  Beets  ma].cing  fair  | 
recovery  from  webworm  damage.  Some  strawberries  coming  on  market  now.  Higher  1 
ranges  in  good  condition,  lower  ranges  and  pastures  dry.  Cattle  in  good  condition. | 

ivIjSSZLSH^-L  -  GOLDEiT  VALLE'i :  Cooler  wea.ther.  Very  light  scattered,  showers.  Har-  | 

vest  operations  still  going  strong.  However,  many  j 
farmers  axe  all.  done  with  harvest.  ,  All  yields  reported  are  still  quite  high.  : 

Corn  looks  very  good,  much  of  it  v.dll  make  grain.  Livestock  in  very  good  ponditior 

PARK :  Rain  Thursday  and  Friday  delayed  h.a.rveding  temporarily  and  a  haul  in 

Yellov/stone  Valley  did  some  damage.  Harvesting  and  threshing  getting  under 
v/ay  witn  pO  bushel  rye  and  35  busnel  to  4o  bushel  wheat  reported.  Winter  wheat 
seeding  started.  Second  crop  adfalfa  hay  under  v/ay.  Livestock  in  excellent,  con¬ 
dition  with  grans  nearly  cured.  Slcening  sickness  still  snreading.  Labor  baJ- 
anced.  vJheat  farmers  exoressing  some  interest  in  wheat  l^.‘-'-.ns  -"^nd  cron,  insurance. 

FH ILL IPS ;  Light  local  showers.  Warm  and  dry  most  of  week,  no  frost  reported. 

Combining  a.nd  threshing  general  v/itn  .approximately  75^  completed, 
yi'^lds  vary  from  3  to  jG  bushels  v;ith  nrobable  average  cf  12  bushels.  Grass¬ 
hopper  infestation  quite  general  and  severe.  Damage  varies  from  slight  to  as 
high  as  25^,  particularly  to  corn  and  other  l^te  crops.  Bange  and  livestock  in 
excellent  condition.  Labor  balanced. 

PQNDEPJl:  Hot  ■'^nd  bright  all  week.  Splendid  ripening  weaAher  put  snring  whea.t 
harvest  in  full  swing  with  combines,  practically  all  elevators  in 
east  end  of  county  are  filled  to  cana-city  and  ca.nnot  .accent  more  grain  by  reason 
cf  car  shortage.  Ledger  community  aver.aging  30  to.  35  -t>ushels .  Some  yields 
around  Conrad  averaging  36  to  3^  oushels,  .‘-nd  weigning  56  to  57  nciunds.  Ledger 
community  weighing  around  59  nounds.  Other  reports  indicate  summer-fallow  wheat 
will  probably  yield  up  tc  heavy  da^rk  norther  grade,  and  protein  va-ries  from  11^ 
on  heavy  weight  grades  to  as  high  a.s  Ib-^^  reported.  Feed  crops  approximately/ 

63^  harvested.  He  yield  reports.  Lambs  being  contracted  a.t  6^^  and7(^»  for  de¬ 
livery  beginning  of  next  week.  Lo.mbs  on  r.^nge  in  advance  cf  normal  years  sc  far  ^ 

as  v-foight  is  concerned,  tops  running  as  high  as  90  pounds.  Sleeping  sickness 
continues  very  severe,  m.on.y  farmers  new/  vaccinating.  Labor  balan.ced. 

PRAIRIE;  He  prt cipitaticn .  heather  warned  up  latter  oart  cf  week.  Considerable 
threshing  taking  -olace  in,  all  warts  cf  ccimty,  .yields  are  d  isa-upo  inting. 
Livestock  in  g'.'rd  condition  and  should  iniprc  ve  as  soon  ,o.s  flies  disanuear  a.s 
ranges  are  better  than  for  seme  ti.me.  Consider=>ble  slof^ping  sickness  among  horses'^ 

RICHLAHD :  He  -orec ipit-aticn,  rather  good  ..?r''wing  weather.  Harvesting  rf  small 

gr.ains  still  in  urc gross,  nart icularly  with  v.heat,  tPreshing  both  from 
the  shock  and  cembining.  Reports  continue,  low,  .average  yield  for  county  estimated  11 
around  5  bushels  in  dry  land  area  with  20-25  average  for  wheat  under  irrigation. 
Some  corn  being  cut  and  put,  into  trenen  silos.  Quite  -•  number  cf  trench  silos 
being  build  p.^xticularly  by  valley,  f.i  rmers  for  storing  corn  and  sugar  beet  tops. 
Beet  fields  hit  by  h-^il  two  weeks  ago  arc  be.qinning  tc  shew  erod  nregress  althc 
it  is  estiiimbed  those  fields  will  be  reduced,  fr'^m  3  f'-  tons  per  acre.  Second 
cutting  .alf.alfa  being  made  but  crcri  is  very  low  .and  many  far.mers  will  net  have  a 
second  cutting  due  to  grasshopper  d.amage.  Ho  m-arketin.g  o,f  .livestock.  j 

ROOSBVFL'T’ :  Weather  cooler  with  some  arecipitaticn  early  in  week  causing  some 

delay  in  threshing.  I’hreshing  continues  in  most  sections  with  yields  1 
about  same  as  nreviously  reported.  Combining  about  through,  with  many  fields  of 
late  wheat  abandoned.  All  but  early  flax  severely  damaged  by  grasshoppers,  many  ' 
fields  totally  d  estroyed.  Considerable  corn  and  cane  cut  pa.st  week.  Livestock 
continues  in  excellent  condition. 

ROSEBUD:  Hcrraal  weather  prevailed.  Some  cloudy  weather  but  no  rain  of  any  con-  ' 
sequence.  Tbireshing  practically  completed.  Corn  ra.a taring  rather  .  j 

slowly.  Large  amount  of  soft  corn  in  prospect.  Potato  crop  very  light,  due  i 

mostly  to  purple  top.  Grasshoppers  thinning  out  but  indications  point  to  heavy 
deposit  of  eggs.  Livestock  cont,inues  to  improve.  No  a.ctivit.y  in  either  cattle 
or  sheep  s.ales  reported  daring  week.  Several  bunches  of  horses  vaccinated  for  ] 
sleeping  sickness.  I 

i 

SANDERS ;  No  precipitation.  Clear  and  very  dry.  Growing  conditions  poor  except  j 
under  irrigation.  Irrigation  water  very  low.  Threshing  winter  wheat 
well  advanced.  About  JOf'  normal  crop  but  high  quality.  Harvesting  spring  grain 
general], y  completed  with  low  yields  from  drouth.  Second  cutting  hay  in  stack. 

Very  short  crop  on  dry  lands.  Outlook  for  .al.falfa  and  clover  seed  crop  Vcr y  ■ 
good.  No  insect  damage  at  present.  Heavy  depositing  cricket  and  grasshopper 
eggs  on  crop  lands.  Outlook  for  heavy  infestation  in  1939*  Livestock  in  very 
good  condition.  Heavy  marketing  oif  fat  lambs  to  eastern  markets. 

SHERIDAN :  Scattered  showers  first  part  of  week.  Weather  conditons  normal  for 
season.  Harvesting  nearly  completed  in  most  parts  of  county.  Many 
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i  Co'^ty  summaries  of  crop  conditions  for  the  week  ending!;  Au^rst  27*  193^  -  Fa^e  2. 

good  weather  required  before  majority  of  combining  can  be  completed.  Many  fields 
shocked. 


FLATHEAD :  No  precipitation.  Warm  and  sunny.  Harvesting  progressing  nicely. 
Pastures  very  short.  Li’''''f^ stock  in  good  condition. 

'GALLAT IN ;  Decreased  temperatures,  nartly  cloudy.  Occasional  local  showers  of  no 
benefit  for  moisture.  Combining  winter  wheat  continued  and  well  under 
way  on  spring  wheat,  threshing  also  in  full  swing  except  when  delayed  because  of 
showers.  Pea  harvest,  both  canning  and  seed,  completed.  A.lfslfa  being  stacked, 
i  Considerable  amount  of  wheat  being  shi'Dned  for  Government  loan  -ourooses  to  ter¬ 
minal  markets.  First  wheat  loan  check  received.  Some  shortage  of  irrigation 
j  water  and  moisture  content  in  sumiiier  fallow  ground  somewhat  low.  Local  br'-'eders 
"■'planning  bull  sale  for  Cctober.  Shortage  of  feeder  pigs  evident,  pastures  and 
;  '  range  still  in  excellent  condition. 

;  ■  GAPFISLD  -  PETRCLEUM;  .  No  precipitation.  Generally  clear  with  warm  days  and  very 

cool  nignts.  No  frost  reported  as  yet.  Combining,  hea,d- 
t '■  ing  and  binding  complete  or  nearlycomplete,  with  threshing  under  way.  Vdieat 
y.icld  reports  continue  to.  vary  from  3  fo  30  bushels,  tne  better  yields  occurring 
!  in  more  desirable  crop  areas  where  grasshoppers  fortunately  were  not  'extremely 
severe.  Corn  indicates  varied  damage.  Fodder  still  being  harvested  in  some 
:  cases  in  better  fields.  Abo'ut  ^Ofj  of  ears  are  filling  enough  to  produce  grain. 

From  standpoint  of  corn  c?.nd  of  crops  to  be  fall  seeded,  additional  moisture  would 
I  be  desira,ble.  Gener.al  livestock  condition  is  p's  previously  reported,  with  an 
apparent  slacking  up  in  nunber  of  cases  of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses.  Very 
little  movement  to  market  for  any  class  of  livestock.  Few  early  lambs  v/eighed 
out  of  Winnett  averaging  better  than  £'0  pounds. 


i 

! 


GL  AC  ISP :  Temperatures  close  to  freezing  early  p-'-rt  of  week.  Light  frost  re- 
■  ■  ported  west  of  Cut  Bank.  Temperatures  warm  a,nd  drying  latter  part  of 

week,  good  ripening  weather.  Ha.rvesting  starting  stron  in  southern  part  of 
county.  General  yields  reported  from  20  to  JO  bushels.  Crops  in  northern  part 
showing  considerable  in'ima.tar ity.  Second  crop  of  alfalfa  being  cut.  Some  hoppers 
coming  in  on  to  oats  and  green  ’wheat  from  pra.iries  doing  some  damage  and  cutting 
off  some  heads.  Dam.age' ’’ill  not  be  large.  Prairies  getting  quite  dry  causing 
some  apprehensicn  with  regards  to  prairie  fires.  Cases  of  sleeping  sickness  still 
being  reported  although  epidemic  is  slackening. 

HILL:  Free  ip  it, at  ion  .01  inch.  Ideal  harvest  conditions  prevailed.  ?fheat  ha.rvest 
approximately  ccirroleted.  Late  seasonal  rains  have  had  a  tendency  to 
bleach  wheat  to  a,  conside-rable  extent.  Yields  running  from  8  to  30  bushels. 

Ranges  .  in  go c  d  condition.  Some  dromage  from  grain  bugs  reported.  Livestoc’^  in 
good  condition.  Labor  balanced. 


JUDITH  BASIN:  precipitation  slight  ,and  scattered.  Temperatures  moderate.  Har¬ 
vest  of  fall  ’wheat  over  half  done.  Spring  grain  harvest  in  full 
swing.  Wheat  yields  running  from  I5  to  4o  bushels  ner  acre.  Crickets  and  hoppers 
not  doing  any  damage.  Most  of  range  grasses  have  turned  rime  and  haying  is  still 
continuing  on  many  ranches.  Stock  in  excellent  condition.  Apponently  none  mov¬ 
ing  to  market  as  yet.  Labor  balanced. 

LAKE :  Showers  over  entire  county  ranging  from  light  precipitation  to  heavy  rain. 

Weather  seasonable  with  warm  days,  and  nights  getting  cooler.  Greuin  and  hay 
harvesting  nearing  completion.  Sugar  beets  and  potatoes  m’^king  good  growth.  Some 
new  seeding  of  alfalfa  a.nd  red  clover  being  made.  Harv<’'sting  of  alfalfa  and  red 
clover  seed  well  under  wa,y.  Cattle  and  sheep  in  excellent  condition  due  to  im¬ 
proved  range.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  continues  to  increase. 

LEWIS  --i  CLARE  -  BROADWATER:  Sma.ll  amount  of  prreinitation  has  hampered  haying 

and  harvesting  operations  slightly.  Rather  warm 
weather  suitable  for  crop  growth.  Wheat  yields  nolding  up  to  expectations.  Po¬ 
tato  yield  prospects  will  be  determined  by  fa.ll'  weather  a,s  growth  is  late.  Sleen- 
ing  sickness  in  horses  still  a  problem  in  both  counties.  All  class'^s  of  stock  in 
good  condition. 


M  ADIS  ON  -  J  EIDERS  ON :  Cool  most  of  v/eek,  light  showers.  Growing  conditions  good. 

Threshing  ’f/ell  ’under  way.  Pea  threshing  about  half  done. 
Production  not  as  high  as  estimated.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  about  normal.  Early 
potatoes  on  market.  Sleeping  sickness  in  all  parts  of  Madison  County  and  around 
Boulder  in  Jefferson,  loss  quite  heavy.  Some  surplus  of  labor. 


MEAGHER :  Light  showers,  one  light  frost.  Most  winter  grain  new  cut.  Very  little 
spring  grain  yet  cut.,  possibility  of  some  spring  grain  being  caught  by 
frost.  '  Threshing  progressing  very  slowly.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  No 
sales  to  report  past  week.  ’  Probably  100  cases  of  sleening  sickness  in  horses, 
still  on  the  increase.  Labor  supply  and  demand  about  equal. 

MISSOULA:  Cloudy  first  of  week,  warm  a'nd  bright  last  part.  Some  light  showers 
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Trie  following  summaries  of  cron  conditions  for  the  week  ending  August  2J ,  I938  are 
furnished  thro'ugh  the  courtesy  of  Director  J.  c*  Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension  j 
Service. 
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BE AX^'EnKEAD :  Local  showers  throughout  county,  temperatures  cool-er.  Wild  hay  har-  | 
vest  practically  finisaed  with  good  yields  of  hign  quality  hay.  Har-  ' 
vesting  peas  and  grain  in  Be-averhead  Valley  under  way.  Larahs  inactive.  About  20  ' 

cases  of  sleeping  sickness  in  horses  reported.  j 

I 

B IG  HORN :  Warm  and  dry,  no  precipitation.  Crops  maturing  rapidly.  Winter  wheat  ' 
harvesting  nearing  completion  and  threshing  of  irrigated  crops  under  ' 
way  generally.  Beets,  corn  and  beans  making  splendid  progress;  potatoes  and  1 

tomatoes  somewhat  short  due  to  purple  top.  Second  crop  alfalfa  hay  practically 
all  in  stack,  tonnage  somewhat  below  normal.  Range  and  livestock  in  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Few  cattle  have  been  marketed.  Big  demand  for  feeder  pigs.  Horses  still 
sick  with  sleeping  sickness.  A.mplf’  labor.  Insect  control  work  drawing  to  a  close. 

BL AIHE :  Ho  precipitation.  Clea.r  sunshiny  days  with  n'irroal  temperatures.  Har¬ 
vesting  of  small  gi'ains  well  ’inder  way  in  all  sections.  South  of  Milk 
River  crops  making  good  yields  v.dth  wheat  riinning  around.  20  to  25  bushels,  grad¬ 
ing  Ho.  1.  Crops  in  north  end  of  co’uiity  r'Uxning  10  to  I5  bushels  with  large  por¬ 
tion  grading' Ho .  4  and  5  buo  to  low  test  weight.  Sugar  beets  a.nd  corn  making 
exccptiona.lly  good  growth.  Indications  are  very  favorable  for  satisfactory  yields. 
Livestock  and  range  in  excellent  condition. 

C AHBCH :  T^^poratures  in  Carbon  County  ranged  from  minimum'  of  35°  ir.  Red  Lodge 
territory  to  maximum  of  S6°  in  Belfry  area.  Very  sligat  precipitation 
in  southwest  section.  Very  dry.  bj^^reshing  and  combining  continues.'  Harvesting 
of  beans  in  full  swing,  particularly  Great  northern  variety.  County  spraying 
of  perennial  weeds  started.  'Livestock  conditions  excellent.  Sleeping  sickness 
among  horses  very  prevalent  witxi  considerable  vaccination  being  reported.  Labor 
pj.entiful.  ! 

C ASC-ADB ;  Intermittent  showers  delayed  harvesting,  ^nd.  farmers  somewhat  concerned 

about  the  delay  and  possible  damage  to  grade  of  wheat  resulting  from  | 
such  moisture.  Yields  have  been  reported  as  high  as  50  bushels  oer  acre.  '  Most 
winter  wheat  yielding  between  30  hnd  bo  bushels.  Spring  wheat  yields  disappoint¬ 
ing.  Test  weight  per  bushel  and  grade  being  low.  Crops  on  irriga.ted  land  in  ex-  I 
cellent  condition  and  indications  are  for  good  yields'  on  all  crops  excepting  j, 

potatoes  which  have  sirffered  from  purple  Top,  which  made  its  appearance  in  this  ' 
area  for  the  first  time  this  year.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Labor  normal, 

C FOuTEAU :  Ideal' far  'harvesting  except  few  light  shev/ers  h-ave  delayed  a  few  hours. 

■'jVin'ter  wheat  yields  reported  higher'  than  expected.  '  Spring  wheat  yields 
lower'  than  expected,  due  to  light,  weight.  'Over  2,000,000  bushels  already  handled  , 
through  elevators  in  crunty.  S^l^s  runviinrulr w  due  to  price.  Livestock  and  labor  ^ 
situation  unchanged.  Mormon  cricket  control  prog'ram  almost  completed.  Some  grass-'' 
hopper,  dotmage  expected  cn  winter  wheat.  _  j 

I 

CUSTER  -  POVffiER  EI'VERl  Fair  and'warmtr,  one  very  light  shower.  Threshing  of 

grain  crops  practically  finished,  yield  on  irrigated 
land  fcair  to  good,  and  cn  dry  land  fair  to  poor.  Some  alfal'fa  seed  being  har¬ 
vested  in  powder  River  County.  Seed  crop  will  be  small  volume  compared  to  pre¬ 
drouth  years.  Beets  and  other  irrigated  crops  contine  good  growth.  Water  supply 
still  sufficient  in  Teng-ue  River.  First  shipments  of  cattle  to  market  this  week. 
Yearlings  weighing  heavier  than  average.  Few'  lambs  sold  in  range  of  6^  to  7^,  , 

but  no  deliveries  to  date.  Grass  and  v/ater  ample  and  all  stock  doing  well. 

Horse's  still  affectedwith  sleeping  sickness.  Reported  losses  about  10^  or  less. 

DANIELS:  Some  rain  in  most  parts  of  county  delaying  harvesting  to  some  degree. 

Generally  calm  and  cool  with  some  frost  reported  in  southern  part. 
Harvesting  cf  wneat  more  than  J^fo  completed.  Many  fields  will  remain  uncut  due 
to  extremely  low  yields.  Less  than  of  wheat  field's  yielding  enough  to  meet 
harvesting  expense.  Majority  cf  wheat  falls  in  sample  grade  due  to  low  test  | 

weight.  Epidemic  "'f  sleeping  sickness  in  horses  tampering  '^■ff  with  less  losses  | 

reported.  Cattle  and  sheep  in  good  condition.  Considerable  demand,  for  stock. 

Labor  situation  unchanged.  Grasshoppers  still  damaging  gardens  and  late  feed  j 

crops.  Few  scattered  Mermen  crickets  cause  some  worry  among  farmers  for  next  ^ 

yejir's  operations. 

1 

DA.WS0N :  Weather  rather  cool  throughout  week,  no  precipitation.  Cutting  and  har-  ' 

vesting  continues  with  little  change  from  previous  reports.  Farms  genu 
erally  are  approaching  the  final  end  cf  harvesting.  General  range  conditions 
rem.ain  unchanged.  '  I 

FALLON  -  CARTER:  Light  showers.  General  growing  conditions  for  corn,  fair. 

practically  all  grain  crop  harvested.  Threshing  from  header 
stacks  and  field  thresshing.  Livestock  conditions  fair.  Sleeping  sickness  in  ! 

horses  letting  up.  1, 

FERGUS :  Harvesting  in  full  swing.  County  average  ab  ut  20  bushels.  Twxo  weeks  j 

(continued  on  Rage  2;)  I 
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V/eather  conditions  were  generallj*  favorable  for  the  advancement  of  harvest¬ 
ing,  threshing,  and  haying  operations  during  the  week  ending  A-Ugust  30th.  Tem¬ 
peratures  averaged  well  aoove  normal,  and  there  were  no  reports  of  frost.  Bright 
s’onny  skies  pred;>minated,  and  precioitat ion  consisted  of  a  few  scattered  showers, 
v/iiicn  were  generally  too  ligiit  to  ce  of  benefit  to  growing  crons,  or  of  hindrance 
to  harvesting  activities.  Most  wild  hay  is  now  in  stack  with  yields  mostly  re- 
p''ited  heavier  tnan  usual  and  of  fine  quality.  The  greater  nart  of  the  second 
cron  of  alfalfa  ha,s  also  been  cut,  and  a,  start  has  been  made  in  the  Yellowstone 
Valley  on  the  third  crcte.  Yields  of  second  alfalfa  have  been  mostly  light  in 
northern  and  eastern  sections  with  mucn  damage  in  the  northeast  resulting  from 
grasshoppers . 


Spring  grain  harvest  is  in  full  swing  in  the  late  maturing  central  counties, 
but  has  been  largely  finished  in  other  sections  of  the  State.  Some  spring  grain 
is  verj'"  late  and  T/ill  likel5'-  be  damaged  by  frosts  before  reaching  maturity. 
Threshing  continues  generally,  but  is  mostly  comoleted  in  the  southeast  excent  for 
some  irrigated  crops.  Yields  of  v/inter  wheat  continue  generally  good,  but  yields 
of  mucn  spring  wheat  aonear  to  be  lighter  than  exnected.  Poor  yields  have  been 
reported  from  extreme  northeastern  counties,  where  rust  and  grasshopner  damage 
was  severe,  and  some  abandonment  of  crons  occurred.  Storage  and  handling  facili¬ 
ties  of  grain  elevators  in  central  counties  are  renorted  near  capacity,  with  much 
of  the  new  grain  crop  expected  to  be  stored  on  farms.  Seeding  of  winter  v/heat  has 
Deen  started  in  a  few  localities  with  favorable  soil  moisture  conditions.  Pains 
are  badly  needed  in  the  extreme  northwest  for  fall  nlowing  and  seeding. 

Cutting  of  corn  for  fodder  continued,  although  hot,  sunny  weather  of  the 
past  week  materially  improved  the  outlook  for  a  grain  crop,  where  conditions  are 
not  too  backward,  and  the  crop  has  net  been  seriously  damaged  by  gras shopuers . 

Flax  and  bfets  progressed  and  are  in  good  condition.  Gardens  are  maturing  nicely 
except  for  tomatoes  whicn  are  slow,  potatoes  continue  r^oer  in  the  south  but  are 
doing  well  in  the  remainder  of  tr.e  State  except  for  being  a  little  late.  Beans 
are  good  with  harvesting  underway  in  Canbon  County/. 

Livestock  conditions  remained  unchanged  except  for  some  decline  of  sleep¬ 
ing  sickness  among  horses  in  eastern  districts.  Very  little  marketing  of  live¬ 
stock  has  occurred  to  date.  There  is  some  demand  for  feeder  cattle.  Bange  con¬ 
ditions  remained  good,  bat  pastures  are  in  need  of  rain.  Flathea.d  Count}/  reported 
pastures  short  and  continuing  to  deteriorate.  Grasshoppers  and  crickets  have 
neen  observed  laying  heavy  deposits  of  eggs  in  scattered  localities,  but  damage 
to  r'^nge  and  late  crops  h^^s  raateriallq'  decreased. 
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ff.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Bur.  of  A.gr.  Economics. 
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C  '^unty  S i^iTima ri e s  of  cro-n  condit  iorxs  for  trip  wepk  endin,.  ~  ^Ufrast  20 ,  1938  -  Pa,fZe  4. 

TETON :  Free iriitation  .12  .inch,  ilaximum  temperatures  from  63°  to  81°,  lower  than 
normal.  Cloudy  most  of  week.  Srrin^r  "heat  yields  lower  th.^n  anticipated. 
Farmers  busy  repairing  grain  bins.  Soring  wheat  harvest  in  full  S7/ing  in  ea.stern 
part  of  county.  Vv'eight  of  harvested  sprin,  ■  wheat  below  expectations.  Sleeping 
sickness  in  horses  caused  considerable  alarm.  Some  are  vaccin.ating. 

T POLE :  Scattered  showers  throughout  entire  -'eek.  Cool  days  -^nd  nights,  i/ioisture 
stopped  harvesting  most  of  week,  but  ha.s  helped  wheat  considerably  and 
yield  is  looking  up  some  from  last  v/eek.  Most  of  vhea-t  is  from  ^6  to  58  pounds 
with  protein  a  little  lower  than  usual.  Crops  running  10  t"'  Uc  bushels  with  bulk 
Oetvreen  18  and  25*  Good  percentage  of  wheat  is  being  cut  by  binder  and  shocked. 
Little  information  ava.ilable  on  yields.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horsps  not  as  severe 
past  week.  Cold  'weabher  seems  to  be  of  help  in  checking  the  disease. 

V ALLEY :  Cool  and  cloudy  with  exceotion  of  tv-ro  very  hot  days.  Loca,l  siipwers  first 
of  week  ranging  fro.m  light  precipitation  to  good  reins.  Harvest  of  sma.ll 
grains  in  southprn  portion  of  county  nearin, ■’  completion.  In  northern  portion  well 
under  way,  with  large  number  of  fields  being  '.abandoned  due  to  rust  and  hopper  dam¬ 
age.  Bluejoint  haying  almost  completed.  Harvesting  of  western  wheato’ra.ss  seed 
’well  under  way.  Hopper  infest-^tion  preventing  much  of  a  third  cutting  .alfalfa. 
Sugar  beets  making  good  growth.  Fields  heavily  infested  with  grasshoppers,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  northern  portion,  but  hoppers  doing  very  little  moving.  Livestock 
gaining  a  little  ’weight  due  to  cool  weatiier  and  less  flies  and  mosquitoes.  No 
demand  for  labor  a.t  present  time. 

WHEATLAND :  Cool  and  cloudy.  Lieht  rains  general  throughout  week.  Light  frost 
reported  Saturday  morning.  Harvesting  of  winter  wheat  still  in  full 
swing  with  some  25  to  30  bushel  yields  reported.  Some  ne'"  cases  of  sleeping 
sickness  in  horses  reported. 

'WIBAUX :  precipitation  at  Wibaux  1.35'  northern  part  1-95'  southern  Part  .85  inch* 
This  will  help  corn  and  millet  of  grasshopper  dan-a.ge  stops.  Threshing 
and  combining  well  ■’'dvanced.  Average  yield  for  count’'’  undoubtedl’'-  less  than  5 
bushels.  Less  than  20fo  of  oats  and  barley  harvested,  yielding  10  bushels  and 
less.  Hoppers  damaging  ranges  but  thus  far  ranges  are  good  and  livestock  in 
good  flesh.  Sleeping  sickness  in  norses  still  prev^-lent,  less  at  aresent. 

fFLLO'ii'STCNE :  Precipitation  .88  inch.  Cool  days  apd  cold  nights.  Cloudy 

weather.  Two-thirds  of  irrigated  grains  harvested.  Practically 
all  dry  land  and  winter  grains  harvested  v/ith  some  50  and  60  bushels  dry  land 
a.nd  v/inter  wheat  yields  per  acre  recorded.  Yields  on  all  crops  excellent,  ex¬ 
cept  potato  crop.  Some  sleepinr  sickness  of  horses.  Estimate  one-third  of 
horses  in  county  a.ffected.  Grazing  conditions  '’■xcellent.  All  ather  livestock 
in  good  shape.  Sarplus  of  labor. 


Jay  G.  Liamond,  Sr.  Agr.  Statistician. 
T-  J.  Kuzel'ca,  Jr.  Agr.  Statistician. 


Helena,  Hcncana, 

A’U;  ust  24,  1938. 


C ounty  SuJCT.aries  of  cro~o  condit ions  for  the  week  endio;'?:  20 ,  1938  -  Page  _3- 

Phillips  :  No  precir)itat ion .  CO''l  last  nart  of  week.  Growing  conditions  good. 

Plarvesting  general,  yields  lov/er  than  anticipated  in  most  communities, 
principle  damage  done  to  wneat  has  heen  caused  by  rust,  though  some  late  fields 
were  heavily  damaged  ty  grasshoppers.  Migrating  hou-oers  still  coming  in  from 
southeast  and  doing  consideraole  daiKage  to  gardens  and  corn.  Livestock  condi¬ 
tion  and  range  ezoellent.  Labor  balanced. 

POhlEPA:  Mostly  cool  a.nd  cloudy,  shower  on  Friday.  Light  frosts  latter  part  of 

week.  Spring  wheat  harvest  in  full  swing  witjte-  considerable  binding. 
Combining  delayed  cecause  of  moisture.  Winter  wheat  harvest  practically  complete. 
Test  ••■eight  62  or  63  pO'UTids  on  some  samples.  Some  s'wathing  in  Valier  region. 
Soring  wheat  showing  low  test  •weight  from  stuoDled  in  a.nd  sod  plantings.  Few 
protein  samples  running  l6.^'-i,  winter  wheat  12. 5'^-  Considerable  oats  and  barley 
still  green  due  to  late  seeding.  Indications  of  heavier  3,rield  than  any  croio  ' 
since  1928  on  dry  land,  pastures  will  enter  winter  in  finest  condition  in  past 
decade  with  abundance  of  seed  ajid  feed.  Feed  reserves  will  be  ample  and  con¬ 
siderable  hay  availacle  for  sale.  Some  lambs  contracted  for  and  s"me  for 

6  ■,  growers  asking  li.  Most  lamDs  contracted.  Sleeuing  sickness  in  horses 

continues  and  indications  past  few  days ^re  that  death  losses  are  increasing, 
especially  among  work  horses  and  saddle  horses.  Labor  balanced. 

PBAIPIF :  Small  amount  of  moisture  with  cool  temoe'r  a.tures .  Threshing  under  way 

with  yields  not  as  good  as  anticipated.  Many  farmers  cutting  and  shiji^k- 
ing  corn  as  hopjjers  are  moving  in  from  iiarvested  wheat  fields.  Livestock  in 
good  condition.  Slee^ning  sickness  'orevalent'  among  horses  in  all  parts  '"f  county. 

PICHLAi'D :  Slight  prec  i-o  ita.tion  over  county  delayed  threshing  acid  combining  to 

some  extent.  Harvesting  under  -way  in  all  parts  of  countv  with  yields 
very  low.  Irrigated  wheat  running  mostly  20  to  23  bushels  with  -nrobably  6 
bushels  average  dry  land  yield.  Few  growers  reported  yields  as  high  as  IS 
bushels.  Estima.ted  that  hop-oers  and  rust  cut  yi^ld  of  grain  approximately 
as  average  for  county  on  basis  of  wheat'  acreage.  Hopper  damage  still  continuing 
particularly  on  corn,  alfalfa  and  beets.  Second  cutting  hay  oeing  put  up,  light 
crop  in  most  cases.  Majority  pf  growers  m'ill  not  get  more  than  t'”0  cuttings  of 
alfalfa  this  year  due  to  hopper  damage.  Most  new  stands  of  alfalfa  pretty  much 
destroyed  by  hcp-ners.  Some  new  seedings  of  alfalfa  now  being  planted  by  valley 
growers.  Livestock  in  good  condition  but  no  marketing  to  any  extent.  Many 
growers  desiro'as  of  getting  additional  breeding  stock  providing  finances  can  be 
arranged.  Large  ■n'lomDer  of  trench  silos  being  'built  by  irrigated  growers  for.  use 
in  storiu  corn  -nd  0  t  tops. 

rcOQSEVELT :  Generali./  cooler,  slight  precipitation.  Major  portion  of  spring 

v/heat  cut  with  threshing  of  bound  grain  -ander  way.  Yield  of  early 
wneat  cut  with  cinders  averages  around  12  bushels  of  good  quality  wheat.  Much 
of  later  wheat  not  v/arth  tnresning.  Majority  cf  later  combined  fields  averag¬ 
ing  j  to  ^  bushels  of  low  quality  wheat.  Grasshoppers  continue  to  damage  corn 
in  some  fields  with  some  being  cut  t'^  I'revent  furthar  loss.  Feed  crops  gener¬ 
ally  good.  Eange  improved  by  rains  of  rrevioas  -week.  Most  grasses  cured. 

Large  amount  of  feed  '^ut  up  with  few  stock  to  winter. 

ROSEBUD :  Hot  wea.ther  prevailed'  first  half  cf  week,  last  half  cool.  E-ain 

general  over  county  Thursday.  H-arvesting  practically  completed. 
Thresning  delayed  bec-mse  of  rain.  Yheat  yields  under  irrigation  not  up  to 
early  estimates.  Cool  weather  retarded  maturity  of  corn.  Only  fair  crop  with 
much  soft  corn  in  prospect.  Sngar  oeets  growing  well  but  rather  spotted. 

Potato  crop  very  light  because  of  purple  top  damage.  Grasshoppers  continue  to 
damage  corn,  indications  are  for  hea.vy  egg  deposit.  Condition  of  cattle  and 
sheep  continues  to  improve  ■\'7ith  ideal  range  conditions.  Sleeping  sickness 
taking  heavy  toll  of  'horses  throughout  county. 

SH  EE  ID.  AH  :  Heavy  rain  in  scattered  areas  H'onday.  Temperatures  sea.sona.l.  As 

previously  rep/orted,  ri-ist  and  grasshopper  damage  has  caused  the  aban¬ 
donment  of  .about  1/3  of  tne  wheat  crop.  Much  of  the  v^heat  is  light. 

STlLbV/ATB? :  Generally  cool,  precipitation  .29  inch.  Favorable  vreatlier  for 

crop  .'TOwth.  Harvest  in  free  swing  with  good  yields  reported. 

Most  of  wheat  lew  in  protein.  Second  cutting  alfalfa  nearly  all  up.  Hay  "'f 
good  quality.  Potato  yields  reduced  due  to  purple  top.  Da,mage  from  gra.ss- 
hoppers  a.nd  crickets  practica.lly  over  for  year.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

No  heavy  movement  to  market.  Lambs  bfing  contracted  from  bw  to  Several 

h-'indred  horses  reported  affected  '^'ith  sleeping  siekness.  No  surplus  labor. 

57/FETGR-4S5 :  Precipitation  .10  inch.  All  grains  except  late  spring  gr<a.ins  now 
in  shock.  Threshing  getting  under  way.  yields  good.  Corn  crops 
below  normal,  pota.toes  late  and  affected  by  purple  top.  Second  cutting  -olfalfa 
normal.  Cattle  and  sheep  gaining.  Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  still  serious. 

La  Dor  noi'mal. 


(Continued  on  Page  U.) 


County  SuMnaries  of  crop  condit ions  for  the  week  ending  A.upust  20,  19 -  -^age  2. 

FLA.THE.4I) :  Cool  and  cloudy  with  few  scattered  showers,  ’^'arvesting  -orogressing 

nicel.y.  Practically  no  reT)''rrs  of  yields  '-s  nign  as  last  vear,  with  few 

■  reports  of  yields  as  low  as  of  lost  yppr.  ivioistare  reserve  ve-v  deficient  and 

few  people  planning  on  seeding  winter  wheat  unless  moisture  conditions  g'ealy  im¬ 
prove  during  next  six  weeks.  Even  with  favorable  moisture  there  will  be  some  re- 
[  duct  ion  in  winter  wheat  acreage,  'oastures  ver-y  short.  Range  livestock  continues 
'  in  good  sh  pe . 

'i  GA.LLA.TId :  i'^eather  cool.,  local  showers  latter  n  ■  rt  of  week.  Light  frsosts  in 
I  parts  of  Volley  Friday  evening.  Threshing  and  combining  in  full  swing. 

:1  yining  pe-’ s  ne-r  completion  and  thresning  of  ^eas  continues.  Second  crop  alfalfa 

well  under  w-oy.  Harvesting  of  ea.rly  potatoes  started.  P'sturesand  rronges  still 
. ;  in  excellent  conditicn.  Surplus  of  l^bcr. 
i 

GAP-FIELD  „  -  PExEC'LFlL.i  :  do  precipitation.  Generally  cool  witn  setreral  cloudy  days. 

'  Harvesting  of  small  grains  in  full  swing  with  binding  and 

i  heading  practically  complete  nd  comoining  approximat-ely  90'^;  complete.  Spring  wheat 
;  yields  reported  from  5  to  20  bushels.  Fields  with  over  yO'i  grasshopper  damage 
j  have  made  10  .and  11  bushels.  Corn  being  severely  d'-ma.ged  by  gras.shoppers  in  .most 
a:eos.  Livestoc'  conditions  ccatinur  very  good  vdti.1  pastur's  sufficient.  Grass- 
‘  hor’Per  damage  to  r^^nge  grasses  increases  daily  in  infested  ^reas.  Estimated  3OL 
all  norses  -f f ectedv/itn  sleeping  sickness.  A^pro:  imat ely  one-n.alf  sick  horses 
,1  have  recovered.  Very  little  movement  of  any  livestock  noted  to  da.te. 

;  HILL:  Precipitation  .27  inch.  All  grain  practically  ripe.  H^^rvesting  delayed 

^  due  to  rain.  Some  grain  creaking  down.  Harvesting  ebout  2yjo  complete. 

Ranges  in  very  good  condicion.  Very  little  damage  reported  from  ins'^cts.  Live¬ 
stock  in  ver}^  g'od  condition.  Labor  balanced. 

L.AKE :  Partly  cloudy  and  cool  witn  frequent  scattered  showers.  Snow  flurries  on 
high  ranges.  Harvesting  of  grain  and  alfalfa  delayed  because  cf  showers. 
Potatoes  and  oeets  making  excellent  growth,  pea  harvest  co.mnletedwith  normal 
yields.  Livestock  in  excellent  condition.  Two  cases  cf  sleeping  sierkness  reported. 
Cricket  campaign  closed  with  satisfactory  results.  Grasshoppars  n^t  doing  any 
'  dama.ge . 

LAE  I  SON  -  JlFFEfiSGH:  .5  inch  precipitation,  gy.nral  over  both  cc'unties.  Snow  high 

Tob-acco  Root  Mountains.  Cool  most  of  ;¥eek.  Godd  harvest¬ 
ing  conditions,  pea  threshing  under  way.  pastures  excellent.  R^^nges  good.  Live¬ 
stock  ing"' cd  c'?ndition  with  plenty  of  feed  and  water.  Some  sleeping  sickness 
among  horses  with  small  loss  so  far.  About  I5C  vaccinated  last  week  in  South 
Doulder. 

LEiiiFIS  CLARK  -  BR0ADW.ATE5 :  Generally  very  cool  witj.1  people  fearing  cp-rly  fa.ll 

frosts'.  Frost  reported  at  Lincoln,  whicn  has  high 
altitude.  F^rm  work  is  rushing  -as  larger  tnan  usual  hay  crop  is  not  yet  in  stack 
and  gra..in  harvesting  is  under  way.  Relatively  late  sciring  .and  cool  weather  during 
summer  will  delay  maturity  of  man.}/  crops.  potatoes  late  in  maturing  and.  late 
frosts  y/ill  dc  necessary  in  order  for  crop  to  .maturr.  Mere  wheat  than  usual  will 
likely  go  into  storage  because  of  price.  Stock  in  general  in  good  condition. 
Sleeping  sickness  in  horses  causing  occassional  losses.  Some  Inmos  have  been  sold. 

lyiEAGHER :  One  good  rain.  Frost  Friday  night,  n ''  damageto  grain  and  ha.y.  Days  cool. 

Temperatures  little  lew  for  g.'od  growing  conditions,  otherwise  excellent. 
Some  operators  completing  hay  harvest.  Reported  excellent.  Only  one  threshing 
job  in  progiess  so  far,  reporting  12  bushels  per  acre  of  winter  rye.  Ranges  in 
splendid  condition.  Grass  about  60^i  cured.  Livest^'ck  in  excellent  c  ndition.  No 
sales  reported  past  week.  29  cases  sleeping  sickness  in  horses  reported,  estimated 
total  5C),  w'ith  12  cases  proving  fatal.  Dem.and  for  laoor  still  using  up  ava.il.^.ble 
supply.  Ho  insect  d.amage  as  yet  except  to  gardens  by  gra,ssh''ppers  nr  inc  ipa.lly . 

MiSSOUL A :  Cod  and  do ud.y  most  of  week.  Godd  shower  mid-dlc  cf  wepk.  Harvesting' 
and  threshing  slowed  up  by  min.  Godd  yields  reported  where  threshing 
iscomoleted.  Still  considereble  hay  to  oe  put  up.  Sugar  beets  and  Pota.toes  making 
good  growth.  Recent  rains  will  benefit  ^lastures  and  ranges.  Livestock  in  good 
condition.  Lcabor  balanced. 

MUSSFLSHE.uL  -  GOLDEN  VALLEY  r  Hot  first  pa,rt  of  week,  cooler  latter  eart,  with  loca.l 

rains  which  slowed  down  harvest  operations.  aH  re¬ 
ports  of  yields  are  very  good,  highest  on  winter  v/heat  being  92  bushels,  lowest  19 
bushels.  Harvest  is  about  90^  complete.  Livestock  in  good  condition. 

PA^ :  Rain  general  Thursd.ay  .^nd  Friday,  delaying  .harvest  and  haying.  Cold,  nights 
witn  below  freezing  temper'-^tures .  Snowfall  in  mountains.  Slight  frost 
damage  to  gardens  in  higher  altitudes.  Harvest  under  way  in  all  parts  ^f  county, 
though  checked  by  ra.ins.  Good  yields  being  reported.  Spcond  crop  ha,ying  under 
way.  Excellent  condition.  Few  shipments  of  livestock  to  ma.rket  to  date,  i^abor 
balanced. 


The  fcllcv/in.;-  suiam^iTiss  of  crc^  conditions  icr  the  week  ending  4ngust  20,  193^  ^ne 
fnrnished  thrcogh  tne  ccurtes.2/  of  Director  J.  C-  Taylor,  Montana  State  Extension 
Service. 

SZ^VJ.RHZaD  :  Zains  over  most  of  County,  cooler  temner ature .  Erosts  with  no  damage 
except  to  gardens.  Harvesting  under  way  with  g'''^d  yields  reported. 

Very  small’  amount,  of  damage  by  nail  for  this  sui7imer.  pea  cron  yielding  good.  Very 
fev/  lambs  s' Id  to  date  at  prices  from  $6.50  to  $6. 85*  Practically  all  wool  oat  '"f 
wareho  use . 

BIG-  hCP.h:  Ceneial  light  rain  first  and  last  of  week  which  continued  good  growing 
conditions  out  slowed  un  harvest  . somewhat .  Combining  still  going  on, 
Gomewnat  slower  due  to  conditions  not  met  with  before,  such  as  lodging  grain  and 
we-ds.  A-verage  yield  for  county  will  oe  ccnsideraoly  '^ver  averagefor  nast  few  years. 
Spring  whe.at  oeing  harvested.  Valley  crops  in  general  making  snlendid  progress. 

Beets  and  corn  esnecially  forging  anead.  potatoes  still  hurt  by  nurple  top,  though 
some  farmers  are  snraying  witn  lime  sulphur  witn  varied  results.  Hay  crop  aoundant.  1 
Livestoc  in  good  condition.  Labor  amijle.  Insects  gradually  diminishing. 

BLA.IZZ :  ■  Fea.''g;.' 'rain  in  northern  mart  '^■f  county  S'onday.  Balance  of  week  cloudy  and 

cool  witn  intermittent  showers  over  county.  lue  to  rainy  weather,  harvest- 
has  been  somev/hat  delayed.  Approximately  PCp  of  grain  crops  have  been  harvested. 
?o''.atoes  and  sugar  beets  in  Milk  River  Valley  miaking  good  progress.  T.dvestock  and 
range  in  excellent  condition. 

C AZIB CM :  .43  inch  rain  in  Ped  Lodge  area  during  week,  light  rain  in  Belfry  on  l4th. 

Temperatures  ranged  from  34^  to  2,0°  in  Red  Lodge  area  and  52  to  92^  in 
Belfry.  Coder  days  and  nights  prevailed.  Comoining  and  threshing  of  small  gra.ins 
continues  with  good  yields  repoTted.  Spraying  of  wflreds  started.  Mormon  cricket  work 
coming  to  Gl«se,  barrier  being  taken  up.  Livestock  conditions  good.  Sleeping  sick¬ 
ness  in  horses  very  prevalent  over  entire  county  witn  losses  being  reported. 

CASC ADZ :  Intermittent  showers  anacocl  cloudy  v^eatner  nave  delayed  harvesting  of 

v/heat .  precipitation  also  retarding  to  some  extent  quality  of  wheat  being 
harvested,  'fields  of  winter  v/heat  continue  to  turn  out  as  expected  but  spring  wheat 
yields  are  disappointing.  Test  weight  of  spring  wheat  also  low.  Summer  fallow  is  in  I 
excellent  condition  for  seeding  of  winter  wheat.  Crops  on  irrigated  land  show  pro-  j 
mise  of  excellent  returns.  Livestock  in  excei.lent  condition.  Labor  situation  normal-' 
Weed  control  work  will  get  under  way  next  week.  All  insect  activities  are  at  a 
stnadstill. 

CJFTZB  -  POi.DEP  RIVER:  Cooler  wit.,  scattered  light  rains  and  shewers.  Harvesting 

of  all  grain  crops  practically  over,  although  threshing 
will  continue  for  short  time.  Sugar  beets 'makine  good  development.  Late  potato 
yields  apt  to  oe  I'w  due  to  purple  top  damage.  Stacking  of  wild  hay  continues. 

First  snipments  of  cattle  moved  this  week,  yore  stuff  re3d3^  to  go  soon.  All  range 
stock  ingood  condition.  Sleeoing  sickness  still  pnevalent  in  hrrses.  Grass  and 
tim.ber  fire  in  Voloerg  country  in  south  Custer  Count';’  Tuesday  covering  about  a^  half 
section.  Extinguished  by  local  ranchers  witriin  few  hours. 

DANIELS :  Weather  generally  c'^ol  all  week.  Aoout  one-half  inch  rain  in  most  parts 

cf  county  fore  mart  of  v/eek.  Some  hail  damage  rr-port'^d  in  northwest 
corner.  Harvesting  of  small  grains  ^vp-t  half  comp'ie’ted.  Vifheat  yields  range  from 
3  to  10  bushels  witn  very,  low  test  weight  in  most  cases.  Many  fields  will  not  be 
harvested  due  to  rust.  Crasshc'epers  still  damaging  corn  and  other  feed  crops  to 
considerable  degree.  Livestock  situati'^n  unchanged  with  enough  feed  <?,vails.ble  to 
carry  them  through  winter.  Labor  situation  unenanged. 

D4WS0N :  1-25  inch  rain  p-arly  in;  week,  follov;ed  bv  cool'  weather  with  some  scattered 

sh'^T/ers.  Temperatures  generally  below  normal .  Vftieat  cutting  at  least  SO'^ 
complet-d  witn  threshing  getting  under  way  in  many  parts  of  county.  'fields  running 
aoout  5  bushels.  Scattered  fields  of  corn  oeing  cut.-  Some  yielding  good  grain, 
otners  practically  none.  Fodder,  however,  rattwr  heavy.  Livestock  conditi'^ns  re¬ 
main  good,  though  homers  have  damaged  range  insome  sections. 

F .ALL ON  -  C-ARTER:  Precipitation  .  3I  inch.  'Poor  to  fa.ir  growing  conditions.  Corn 

crop  in  need  of  moisture.  Harvest  practically  all  completed  in 
counties.  Average  yield  of  wheat  per  acre  belo’v  county  average  for  ten  vear  period. 
Although  most  of  crop  harvested  large  percent  of  grain  not  threshed  from  header 
stacks.  Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Very  little  winter  feed  put  up  in  southern 
Carter  County  due  to  snort  moisture  and  gra^s shoppers . 

FZrCUS  :  Showers  del.eyed  harvesting  cnerations.  Some  whe.^^t  ri^v!  standing  that 

snould  be  comoined  as  opera, tors  have  been  unable  to  get  to  it  fast  enough 
for  best  results.  Wheat  running  .all  ti:ie  ’vay  up  to  4C  ’bushels.  Protein  on  winter 
wheat  reported  as  hign  as  l6,witn  most  of  it  l4  or  better.  Considerable  spring 
wheat  snowing  slignt  .shriveling.  Both  v/inter  and  spring  wheat  heavy.  Lambs  beginn¬ 
ing  to  move  t'  ma.rket .  Cattle  and  sheep  in  excellent  shape.  Grasshoppers  reported 
in  eastern  Fergus  County  apparently  from  migratory  hoppers.  Since,  first  reported 
as  oeing  tnick  the-  /  have  a'p)arently  moved  on  as  tnere  .are  cons idera.bly  fewer 
ho’apers  than  last  week. 


(Continued  on  Page  2.) 


